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COUGARS AMBUSH 


NEBRASKA OPENER, 


SPOIL RILEY’S 
DEBUT AS HUSKER 
HEAD COACH 


It seemed like if it could go wrong on Sat- 
urday, it did — five players already out due 
to suspension, early injuries to key players, 
costly turnovers, missed field goals and nu- 
merous failed conversions on short-yardage 
downs. 

But new first-year head coach Mike 
Riley and Nebraska were still ahead 28-27 
with one lonely second left on the score- 
board. 

The Huskers twice called defensive time- 
outs in the final seven seconds to make sure 
they were all on the same page. 

The first possession resulted in NU de- 
fensive back Aaron Williams pushing the 
BYU receiver out of bounds before he could 
get his foot inbounds to set up a potential 
game-winning 52-yard field goal. 

However, :01 still remained on the clock. 
No reviews were done to determine if that 
time was correct, unlike against Texas in 
2009 Big 12 Championship game that NU 
also lost in dramatic fashion. 

Following the second timeout, the Husk- 
ers sent four players to the goal line, waiting 
for the likely 42-yard heave from BYU’s 
back-up freshman quarterback Tanner Man- 
gum. 

Nebraska only rushed three players as 
Mangum rolled out to the same west side- 
lines that forner Nebraska quarterback Ron 
Kellogg had in 2013 against Northwestern 
when he connected with Jordan Westerkamp 
on the Hail Mary completion to beat the 
Wildcats. 

With no pressure from NU, Mangum 
barely got enough on it to get the ball to the 
6-foot-5 Mitch Matthews, who was standing 
on the goal line in front of Nate Gerry and 
Luke Gifford. 


SEPTEMBER 12, 2015 


twitter.com/Darrenlvy1 


His momentum carried him and alledg- 
edly the ball across the goal line according 
the official who was standing there. A re- 
view confirmed it was a touchdown and a 
crushing blow to the Huskers as they had 
hoped to start the new regime with a victory. 

Instead, it was the first season-opening 
loss for the Huskers since Nebraska lost 
to Florida State in 1985. Yes 30 years ago. 
Amazingly after the Bill Callahan years, the 
Huskers still did have a few streaks intact. 
and the new coach is now only the eighth 
Husker coach to ever lose his debut. 

Afterwards, Riley said with a smile, 
“OK. Am I supposed to make an opening 
statement after that? Or do you want to go 
ahead and ask questions?” 

Hopefully, it was just his way of dealing 
with the painful ending that had occurred 
just a few minutes before. 

Because losses still hurt at Nebraska, and 
people who have followed the program and 
grown up with Huskers winning understand 
that. 

Non-chalance about a defeat like Bill 
Callahan used to have when his Huskers 
were getting pounded will not go over well. 

Losses are painful to the whole state 
whose blood, sweat, tears and money are 
poured into this program. 

It’s just one loss and there certainly is a 
lot of season left to go. 

But there is much work to do and im- 
provement to be made if this team is to even 
reach the nine-win mark that has been a 
benchmark over the years. 

Hopefully, the players and coaches can 
bounce back and use the pain of such a de- 
feat to motivate themselves to dig deeper 
and get over the hump. 

Nebraska fans want to see the program 
headed to the next level, not sink to new 
lows. 
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The next Huskers Illustrated edition, featuring the Miami preview and 
South Alabama recap will mail Sept. 14. 


aT ON THE COVER 
MUS bys S 3 Nebraska's Nate Gerry and Luke Gifford try to knock 

tN the ball away from Brigham Young's Mitch Matthews 
on the last play of the game, but were unsuccessful as 
the Cougars completed the 42-yard Hail Mary pass to 
capture the 33-28 victory. It was Nebraska's first season- 
opening loss since 1985 and only the eighth time a NU 
coach has opened with a loss in his first game. 


PHOTO BY JOE MIXAN/HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 
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Huskers 

Long ago defensive backs 
coach Brian Stewart told 
McDonogh School defensive 
back Eric Burrell he was 
going to offer him, it just hap- 
pened at a completely differ- 
ent college than either were 
anticipating. 

Now Nebraska is one of 
the top teams pursuing the 
three-star safety, who’s senior 


season got underway in late 


ous relationship with Stewart 
helped push the Huskers 

up the list of more than 15 
schools that have offered him. 

“Coach Stewart has been 
recruiting me for awhile,” he 
said. “I never got a Maryland 
offer. As soon as he went to 
Nebraska he told me he’d 
make things happen. He did, 
so I have a trust with him. It’1l 
hopefully be a good school 
when I get up there. 

Burrell said Stewart’s 
teachings have already bled 
over into how he plays the 
game. 

“Coach Stewart is really 
down to Earth, he doesn’t cut 
comers with you,” Burrell 
said. “I went to a camp and 
I’ve worked out with him a 
few times at Maryland. I like 
what he’s doing and all the 
techniques. I really appreciate 


what he’s doing. 


_ 2016 verbal commit Greg Simmons was one of Nebraska’s visi- 


August. Burrell said his previ- tors on Saturday for the BYU game. 


“He’s been at all types of 


levels. If you’re going to be 
the best you’ve got to learn 

| from the best. He’s in a good 
spot where he’s teaching 
people how to be aggressive. 
: He’s just a guy you can learn 


: from.” 


Nebraska is likely going 


to get the first chance to host 

: Burrell. The safety has an of- 
ficial visit set up for Sept. 12 

| when the Huskers host South 

2 Alabama. Burrell said he plans 
- to take all five of his official 

| visits, but has only set up one 
- other one to Wisconsin on 

: Nov. 21 at this time. He’s also 
considering trips to Arizona, 

| Boston College, Duke and 


_ Syracuse. 


The early September visit 


| to Lincoln should give Burrell 
- a good feel for how things 


operate for the Huskers. 


“Nebraska is in the Big Ten 
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RECRUITING NOTEBOOK 


BY MICHAEL SCHAEFER 
RECRUITING EDITOR 
HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM 


to host Burrell on Sept. 12 


: ’m fortunate enough to have 


- and I love the Big Ten,” he 
but I’ve been hearing it is an 


_ alot of guys and people get a 
good education. That’s about 
it because I haven’t been out 

there, so I don’t know what 

: the campus is like or any of 


that. 


“That’s what I want to 


experience. I also want to 

: build a relationship with all 
: the coaches.” 
: Burrell isn’t making the trip , 
- solo, as he’s planning to have Oregon offered shortly there- 
3 his dad join him, hoping to use 
- his parent as a resource later the three-star quarterback. 


: when making a decision. 


“It'll be very important,” 


- he said. “It’s what he feels and 
: what I feel. I’m in a good spot 
: right now, but college is the 
next step and it’s a big deci- 
sion for me. There are a lot of 


good schools that I have and 


: that. ’'m looking to narrow 


; that stuff down.” 


A decision for Burrell 


: won’t come till after his visits 
and likely after his senior 
season with McDonogh school 


- ends. 


“Tt’s hard for me at this 


point because I haven’t taken 
any officials and I don’t want 
to exit out any schools,” he 

said. “I just want to get all of 
; my officials out of the way so 
_ said. “I haven’t been out there, l enctdeGio Ran hae Sa 
| it will probably be after the 


» awesome school, they produce | 
- season.” the Huskers.” 


Huskers lose QB recruit 


Nebraska is down to one 


; quarterback recruit, after Del 
City (Okla.) quarterback Terry 
Wilson flipped to Oregon after 
; finishing up his official visit 


_ on Sunday. 


Wilson had been committed 


to Nebraska since May, but 


after and made up ground with 


Nebraska still has San 


Juan Hills (Calif.) QB Patrick 
O’Brien committed in its 2016 
| recruiting class, and O’ Brien 
plans to enroll early at Ne- 

: braska. 


Nebraska now has 14 com- 


mits in its 2016 class.. N 
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Huskers try to pick up pieces after disappointing loss 


Read daily Husker 

reports from Michael Bruntz 
at HuskersIllustrated.com 
Follow him on Twitter 
@michaelbruntz 


THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL season 
is a long, tiresome march through the fall 
months, and you had to know that at some 
point, the resolve of Nebraska football, its 
new coaching staff and players would be 
tested at some point. 

If you had that happen after the first game 
following a game-winning Hail Mary, then 
by all means run - don't walk - and buy a 
lottery ticket right now. 

The looks on the faces of Nebraska's play- 
ers and coaches seconds after BYU’s Mitch 
Mathews came down with the game-winning 
catch looked much like the faces of North- 
western’s players two years ago when Jordan 
Westerkamp caught his game-winner. 

Nebraska's players looked like that fighter 
who goes 12 rounds and somehow loses 
when he gets caught with a 
punch to the gut — a dizzy- 
ing combination of shock and 
disbelief. 

“You just feel dead inside,” 
Defensive coordinator Mark 
Banker said. “Win, lose, ups, 
downs. I’ve never been one to 
show much emotion upwardly 
or down, but that doesn’t mean 
it doesn't hurt inside. 

“Disbelief is one thing.” 

The good news, and the 
challenge for Nebraska after the 
first game is how the Huskers 
keep the pain and disappoint- 
ment of the loss to BYU from 
seeping over into the next 
game against South Alabama or 
beyond. 

Players and coaches said that captains 
Alex Lewis and Tommy Armstrong, as well 
as head coach Mike Riley addressed the team 
following Saturday’s game — their message: 
there is still plenty of football to be played, 
and much to be improved upon from week 
one to week two. 

“Coach talked to us before the game and 
basically told us, you know, we'll figure out 
what kind of guys we are during the game, 
and when stuff hits the fan, and you know 
if you're gonna start pointing the finger, or 
you're gonna start coming together as a unit, 
and as a family, and taking everything on as 
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“You just feel 
dead inside. 
Win, lose, ups, 
downs. I’ve nev- 
er been one to 
show much emo- 
tion upwardly or 
down, but that 
doesn’t mean 
it doesn’t hurt 
inside. Disbelief 
is one thing.” 


~ Mark Banker 
NU Defensive 
Coordinator 


a team, junior tight end Trey Foster said. 
“And, you know, today it didn’t go our way, 
but I say we did come together as a team. 
And we will continue to do so.” 

There was plenty to like about Nebraska’s 
performance against BYU. Armstrong looked 
sharp at times, starting the first quarter 10- 
for-12, then finishing the contest with his 
second-career 300-yard passing game. 

Nebraska’s defense responded to BYU’s 
Taysom Hill and kept the Huskers in the 
game in the third quarter with several stops. 
There is also room for improvement — Ne- 
braska struggled to find a consistent running 
game, especially early, but that aspect of the 
offense should get better, as it did in the 
second half Saturday. 

Armstrong, who is entering his third 
season as a college starting quarter- 
back, said his message was clear to 
the team in the locker room. He said 
Nebraska missed too many opportu- 
nities to close out the Cougars. The 
Huskers failed to convert several 
third-and-short opportunities, and 
missed two field goals. 

He encouraged his teammates to 
move on, but it was obvious after 
Saturday’s game that the loss hadn't 
stopped stinging. 

“I told them we kind of beat 
ourselves,” Armstrong said. “We left 
points out there. We missed a couple 
field goals. We didn’t get first downs 
when we needed to. We just couldn't 
capitalize when we needed to. I felt 
like, as an offensive guy, we had a 
chance to end the game there, with 
our last play right before we kicked the field 
goal. We didn’t capitalize when we needed to, 
and it sucks to have that happen to you. 

“You work your tail off for the whole 
entire game, and all of a sudden, you get it 
taken away from you. That was kind of my 
message. We've got to let it go now. It’s in 
the past. We’ve got South Alabama to look 
forward to. 

“That was kind of my message, we've just 
got to let it go. It happened. We let it happen. 
We could’ve avoided that situation, but we 
didn’t so it’s on us. We've got to fix it and not 
be in that situation next week.” 
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questions 


Story by Lanny Holstein « Photos by Jimmy Rash 


Q: You've reshaped your body in the offseason. 
What led to that? 


A: "Me just buying in in the offseason, buying in to the 
conditioning program and doing what needed to be 
done physically, so I can get the best performance out of 
myself." 


Q: What do you think of the expectations peo- 
ple have for you this season? 


A: "Really, I'm just responsible for going out there and 
playing ball. Me and Vincent (Valentine) in the middle, 
we just have to support the defense." 


Q: Does this defense free you up a bit more? 


A: "I look at any defense as something that can free you 
up, as long as you beat the block. I'm meam you beat the 
block first and foremost, but then after that do what you 
have to do." 


Q: Why do you guys talk so much about win- 
ning games up front? 


A: "I just think every game is won up front. I don't be- 
lieve in the backend winning ball games, you know. The 
defensive line and the offensive line are the most impor- 
tant parts of the football team. We are the foundation. If 
you are building a house, you start from the bottom up." 


Q: Do you pattern your game after anyone? 


A:"T look a lot at (Green Bay's) Mike Daniels because we 
are similar in stature, but I don't really pattern what I do 
off of anyone. Coach Kaz told us a lot about people who 
dominated using his technique, so he turned us on to a 
lot of his Iowa guys, him, Carl Klug, who plays for the 
Tennessee Titans, (Christian) Ballard, who once played 
for the Vikings and (Adrian) Clayborn, who now plays 
for the Falcons." 


Q: Is what you are doing this year similar to 
what you were doing last year in terms of tech- 
nique? 


A: "Being here for two years before coach (Hank) 
Hughes, I've really just tried to take what I can learn and 
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just soak it all up and implement it into my game, just 
adding things on that he has. Things really aren't that 
different." 


Q: What do you think of what Ndamukong Suh 
did and is doing? 


A: "Watching his game is kind of unrealistic to me be- 
cause you see a man with those type of abilities, I know I 
don't have those type of physical abilities that he has, so 
I just go out there and perform with what I have." 


Q: What do you make of these comparisons to 
great defensive tackles? 


A: "I think it's kind of unfair. Those guys are NFL play- 
ers that won major college awards and done those type 
of things. I've yet to do those things, so hopefully we can 
do some of them this year, but I haven't yet, so there is 
nothing to compare." 


Q: How did you chose your jersey number? 


A: "I wanted No. 6 when I first got here. My high school 
defensive coordinator (Marvin Brown) played at Ala- 
bama, and he wore No. 6. That's a guy that I was very 
influenced by, but Corey Cooper had No. 6 when I first 
got here. Seven was on the table. I think my first number 
was like 57 or something, but I can't wear that." 


Q: Your position coach, Hank Hughes, is alright 
with you wearing No. 7? 
A: "As long as you play ball. You can't be out there trying 


to look cute like a DB or something. As long as I have 
the defensive line mentality." 
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\ HIUSKERS OPEN RI 
WITH TOUGH SETBACK 


Story by Lanny Holstein - Photos by Mitch Otto & Jimmy Rash 


It all came down to a single play on Saturday against Brigham Young. 

Play after play of offense versus defense and scheme versus scheme boiled 
down to one final heave on Saturday, and that final heave happened to fall into 
the outstretched arms of BYU’s Mitch Mathews, giving the Cougars a 33-28 
win over the Huskers in Mike Riley’s debut as the head coach of Nebraska. 

Mathews, a 6-foot-6, 215 pound wide receiver came from across the forma- 
tion to stun the Nebraska by high-pointing the football at the goal line. Luke 
Gifford and Nate Gerry did their best to bat the ball away, but Mathew’s effort 
gave the Huskers, who were ecstatic about Jordan Westerkamp’s catch in 2013, 
a taste of the losing end of a Hail Mary. 
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“T was sitting there thinking about how this brought back 
memories of when Jordan Westerkamp caught a Hail Mary,” 
Alonzo Moore said. “It clicked to me then. I was in that same 
situation that BYU was going through.” 

The flukiness of a final play like that had Moore and the 
rest of the team in disbelief afterwards. 

“T thought the guys did a great job, the best that they could 
do to stop it,” he said. “With Hail Marys, it just happens.” 

Nebraska wouldn’t have been in the compromising spot it 
was at the end had its offense been able to concert a third and 
three inside the BYU 25 on the previous drive. Jamal Turner 
tried the right side on an end around, but he was stuffed for a 
2-yard loss on a play that could have put the game on ice. 

“Tt was my fault,” offensive coordinator Danny Langsdorf 
said. “I didn’t feel good about a call on that. I have to put 
them in a better position. We got caught into a pressure, and 
we didn’t block it very well. We have to look at that short 
yardage package, and make sure we are converting on those 
because those are big plays.” 

The coaches never thought about throwing the ball on that 
play. Safety was the only option in their minds. 

“Tt’s a deal where if we throw the ball and it is incomplete, 
we give them another 35 seconds,” Langsdorf said. “We 
thought they would be pressuring that thing, and there weren’t 
a lot of great run plays, but we didn’t want to stop the clock 
there. We wanted them to be backed up there.” 

As a team, Nebraska played well in spurts and poorly in 
others. It was a game of runs, resembling a basketball game 
the way the momentum would shift. It was the Huskers that 
came out of the gate hot. Quarterback Tommy Armstrong hit 
10-of-12 passes in the first quarter, leading a pair of touch- 
down drives, but he cooled considerably in the second stanza, 
only completing 3-of-15 passes and failing to score. 

“T think we put together sustained drives by staying clean,” 
Langsdorf said of the first quarter effort. “We didn’t have the 
silly procedures, we were able to run the ball, hit them with 
some chunks in the passing game, we were able to sustain the 
drive pretty well.” 

With the loss, the Mike Riley Era kicked off on a sour 
note, but the first year coach already had his mind on making 
amends afterwards. 

“T basically told (the players) exactly what I told you,” he 
said. “With that continued effort, we can definitely improve 
some things and change some things to make us get better. 
I’ve got good faith that’ll happen.” 


Listen to Huskers Illustrated practice reports 
and Saturday morning pregame talk this fall on 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 
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oming up short on third 

down in the fourth quar- 

ter helped set the stage 

for BYU’s dramatic last- 

second 33-28 victory over 
Nebraska. At least that was the assess- 
ment from several parties involved with 
the Cornhuskers’ offense. 

In its final three possessions, Nebraska 
failed to convert on third-and-short op- 
portunities each time. The Cougars took 
advantage, rallying to win on Tanner 
Mangum’s 42-yard Hail Mary touchdown 
pass to Mitch Mathews as time expired. 

“We’ve got to have a better short-yard- 
age package, for sure,’ Nebraska offen- 
sive coordinator Danny Langsdorf said. 
“Tt was critical to the game.” 

Leading 28-24, Nebraska had a third- 
and-1 at its own 40-yard line, but was 
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Tommy Armstrong Jr. hurdles over a BYU player to make a first down early in the third quarter. 


Failed third-down opportunities haunt NU 


STORY BY TERRY DOUGLASS | PHOTO BY MITCH OTTO 


forced to punt as quarterback Tommy | 


Armstrong Jr. was tackled for no gain. 


BYU responded with a drive for a 35-yard | 
Trevor Samson field goal to cut the Husk- - 
_ prove its third-down execution. 


ers’ lead to 28-27 with 4:15 to play. 
On its next possession, the Huskers had a 
third-and-1 at its own 37, but running back 


Terrell Newby was tackled for a 3-yard 


loss. Nebraska was then forced to punt. 
With 1:39 to play, Nebraska had a third- 
and-3 opportunity at the BYU 22, but wide 
receiver Jamal Turner was stuffed for a 
2-yard loss. Huskers’ place-kicker Drew 
Brown then missed a 41-yard field-goal 
attempt wide left with 48 seconds remain- 
ing, giving the Cougars one final chance. 
“The one late one was a bad call,” 
Langsdorf said of the late third-and-3 


play. “It was my fault. I had a better 


thought later. 
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“We got hit on a pressure, (BYU) had 
an extra guy there. It just wasn’t a good 
call.” 

Armstrong said the offense has to im- 


“If we could’ve moved the chains a 
little bit more (and) converted on certain 
third downs, we probably wouldn’t have 
lost the game,” Armstrong said. 

Otherwise, Langsdorf said there were 


things he liked about Nebraska’s offen- 


sive performance in its first game with a 


- new system. The Huskers finished with 


445 yards of total offense with Armstrong 
completing 24 of 41 pass attempts for 319 


' yards and three TDs with one interception. 


“T did alright, (but) stats don’t mean 
anything if you have a loss,” Armstrong 
said. “People can say you played a great 
game, but at the end of the day we lost.” 


Defensive back Josh Kalu makes a diving stop against the Cougars. 


Defense learns hard lesson in loss to BYU 


STORY BY TERRY DOUGLASS | PHOTO BY JIMMY RASH 


ebraska defensive co- 

ordinator Mark Banker 

said his unit learned a 

hard lesson during a 

last-second 33-28 loss to 
BYU. 

Never let down. Ever. 

“Some of those things you talk about 
and you practice it,” Banker said. “But 
if somebody doesn’t whole-heartedly 
believe that, No. 1, you have to play a 
whole 60 minutes, then they’re crazy.” 

While Nebraska was just one knocked- 
down pass away from victory, analyzing 
exactly what happened on the game’s fi- 
nal play isn’t quite so simple. 

As for a more technical explanation 
of what happened on Mitch Mathews’ 
42-yard Hail Mary touchdown reception 


from backup quarterback Tanner Man- 
gum, Banker provided it. 

“We lost contain to the three-man 
side, which allowed the play to extend,” 
Banker said. ““We should have been un- 
derneath the diagonal releaser from the 
weak side and then we just got in an awk- 
ward position when we jumped to inter- 
cept the ball. 

“(n) hindsight, you just wished the 
(defensive backs) had flat-out drilled him, 
but (BYU) made a play (and) we didn’t.” 

In more simple terms, Banker said the 
Blackshirts first lost containment on their 
pass rush of Mangum and then didn’t get 
coverage on both sides of Mathews. 

The result allowed Mathews to make 
a remarkable reception between Nebraska 
safety Nate Gerry and linebacker Luke 
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Gifford on the goal line. 

“We had a plan where I was the jumper 
and we had some other guys up front that 
were supposed to kind of jam them and 
not let their receivers run down the field,” 
said Gerry, who finished with six tackles 
and an interception. “Another guy came 
on the back side, ran a deep post and he 
went up and got it.” 

Gerry said he didn’t see Mangum come 
across the field on his route until the last 
second before the BYU receiver made the 
game-winning catch. 

“But as a defense as a whole we all 
didn’t execute on that type of play,” Gerry 
said. “Those are the types of things that 
we worked on in fall camp and you don’t 
think it’s going to happen until it actually 
happens, so it was a tough play.” 
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Trainers and teammates help Sam Foltz onto the cart after he injured his ankle in the third quarter. 


Brown struggles, Foltz knocked out of opener 


STORY BY TERRY DOUGLASS | PHOTO BY MITCH OTTO 


fter the roughest day of 
his Nebraska football 
career, few probably 
would’ve blamed place- 
kicker Drew Brown if he 
would’ve skipped postgame media inter- 
views following the Cornhuskers’ 33-28 
season-opening loss to BYU. 

Brown, who converted 14 of 21 field- 
goal attempts last season, missed from 
40 and 41 yards against the Cougars in 
breezy conditions at Memorial Stadium. 

The sophomore’s second miss came 
with 48 seconds to play and Nebraska 
looking to extend its 28-27 lead. 

Despite the disappointing loss, Brown 
was one of the first players to emerge 
from the locker room and talk to report- 
ers. 
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“I feel like it’s my responsibility to - 


come out and talk about what I did, what 
I did wrong and what I can improve on,” 
Brown said. “I can’t dwell on it. You’ve 
got to be able to overcome it.” 


Prior to the BYU game, Brown was 12 | 
- er and punter by Tyson Broekemeier. The 
' senior from Aurora averaged 40.5 yards 
- on two punts, including a 48-yarder that 
_ he placed inside the BYU 20-yard line. 

11, 180-pounder from Southlake, Texas, | 
- and punted and on the field goals that he 


of 14 on field-goal attempts of 39 yards 
or less. 

Even with a steady wind that was 
blowing at 15 mph at kickoff, the 5-foot- 


made no excuses for his misses. 


“It’s definitely frustrating because [’m | 
a competitor,” Brown said. “I’m not going | 
to be OK with the way I played today, for © 
_ he’s ever played in — all of the snaps were 


sure. It’s something I can look at and say, 
‘I definitely don’t want to feel like this 
again.’” 

It was also a rough day for Nebraska’s 
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special teams unit on the injury front. 
Punter and holder Sam Foltz suffered 


- an ankle sprain when a BYU player was 


blocked into him during a third-quarter 


- punt and didn’t return. 


Foltz was replaced as Nebraska’s hold- 


“Tyson did a great job when he came in 


held for me,” Brown said. “None of that 
is on him. It’s completely on me. Jordan 
Ober had a fantastic day for the first game 


flawless. 
“I’m the third part of the equation and I 


just didn’t do my job today.” 


BYU 33, Nebraska 28 


Sept. 5, 2015 at Memorial Stadium in Lincoln 
Attendance: 89,959 


[Score by Quarters {| 1| 2/3] 4 Total] 


IBYU tt t—“‘LSCL:CCA7] O83 | 

[Nebraska | 4] O48 

Qtr Time Scoring Pla V-H 

ist 08:10 NEB -Westerkamp, J. 14 yd pass from Armstrong Jr. (Brown, Drew kick), 9-88 3:47 0-7 
02:50 BYU - HILL,Taysom 3 yd run (SAMSON,Trevor kick), 4-99 1:31 7-7 
00:16 NEB- Moore, Alonzo 22 yd pass from Armstrong Jr. (Brown, Drew kick), 7-65 2:34 7-14 

2nd 13:13 BYU - HILL,Taysom 21 yd run (SAMSON,Trevor kick), 8-75 2:03 14-14 
05:42 BYU - SAMSON,Trevor 41 yd field goal, 11-55 4:59 17 - 14 
03:48 BYU -MATHEWS,Mitch 15 yd pass from HILL,Taysom (SAMSON, Trevor kick), 3-22 1:13 24-14 

3rd 10:39 NEB - Newby, Terrell 10 yd run (Brown, Drew kick), 3-35 1:13 24-21 
05:31 NEB - Foster, Trey 9 yd pass from Armstrong Jr. (Brown, Drew kick), 8-62 3:29 24 - 28 

4th 07:57 BYU - SAMSON,Trevor 35 yd field goal, 9-71 4:15 27 - 28 


00:00 BYU - MATHEWS,Mitch 42 yd pass from MANGUM,Tanner, 7-76 0:48 33 - 28 


7 
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Terrell Newby reaches the ball across the goal line for a touchdown. 
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Josh Banderas celebrates a big stop. 


Tommy Armstrong Jr. and Mikale Wilbon 
fumble the hand off. 


. 
¥ JOE MIXAN/HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED) 
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Ross Dzuris has his helmet knocked off. 
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Team Statistics 


FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
NET YARDS RUSHING 
Rushing Attempts 
Average Per Rush 
Rushing Touchdowns 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing 
NET YARDS PASSING 
Completions-Attempts-| nt 
Average Per Attempt 
Average Per Completion 
Passing Touchdowns 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 
Total offense plays 
Average Gain Per Play 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 
Penalties: Number-Yards 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Punt 
Net Yards Per Punt 
Inside 20 
50+ Yards 
Touchbacks 
Fair catch 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 
Touchbacks 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 
Average Per Return 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Average Per Return 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Miscellaneous Yards 
Possession Time 
1st Quarter 
2nd Quarter 
3rd Quarter 
4th Quarter 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Touchdowns 
Field goals 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 
PAT Kicks 
Field Goals 
Points off turnovers 


BYU 
21 


oO 
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ETRE Statistics 


BYU 
Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg 
HILL,Taysom 9 83 11 #72 2 35 8.0 
HINE,Adam 4 37 0 37 O 20 9.2 
MANGUM, Tanner 5 27 1 26 O 11 5.2 
JUERGENS, Mitch 1 7 0 7 O 7 7.0 
BROWN,Algernon 3 3 2 1 O 3 O.3 
CARTER, Nate 4 3. 14 -11 O 3 -2.8 
Totals 26 160 28 132 2 35 5.1 
Passing C-A-! Yds TD Long Sack 
HILL,Taysom 21-34-1 268 1 53 3 
MANGUM, Tanner 7-11-0 111 1 42 0 
TEAM 0-1-0 QO Oo 0) 0 
Totals 28-46-1 379 2 53 3 
Receiving No. Yards TD Long 
KURTZ,Nick 5 123 0 53 
BLACKMON,Devon 5 43 0 21 
HOUK,Terenn 4 59 0 24 
JUERGENS, Mitch 4 30 0 14 
MATHEWS,Mitch 3 69 2 42 
PEARSON, Colby 3 28 0 12 
BROWN,Algernon 2 9 0 8 
LAULU-PUTUTAU,M 1 10 0 10 
HENDERSON, Kurt 1 8 0 8 
Totals 28 379 2 53 
Puntin No. Yds _ Avg Long [n20 _ TB 
LINEHAN,Jonn 5255 51.0 77 2 1 
Totals 5 255 51.0 77 2 1 
Punt Kickoff Intercept 
Returns No Yds 


HANNEMANN, Micah 
TAKENAKA, Eric 


Totals 1 11 11 0 8600 
Field goals Qtr Time _ Dist Result 
SAMSON,Trevor 2nd 05:42 41 yards Good 
SAMSON,Trevor 4th 07:57 35 yards Good 
Kickoffs No. Yards TB OB 
BRASHER, Austin 6 365 60.8 4 1 
All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR_IR_ Total 
KURTZ,Nick 0 123 0 0 0 123 
HILL,Taysom 72 0 0 0 0 72 
MATHEWS, Mitch oO 69 0 0 0 69 
HOUK,Terenn Oo 59 0 0 0 59 


FUMBLES: BYU-None. Nebraska-Armstrong Jr. 1-1. 
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Nebraska 

Rushin No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Av 

Newby, Terrell 10 46 3 43 1 14 4.3 

Cross, Imani 7 36 2 34 OO 14 4.9 

Moore, Alonzo 2 24 O 24 O 13 12.0 

Wilbon, Mikale 6 21 7 14 O 7 2.3 

Reilly, Brandon 1 11 O i1 0 11 11.0 

Armstrong Jr. 9 31 29 2 0 15 0.2 

Turner, Jamal 2 0 2 -2. 0 O -1.0 

Totals 37 169 43 126 1 15 3.4 

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack 

Armstrong Jr. 24-41-1 319 3 27 3 

Totals 24-41-1 319 3 27 3 

Receiving No. Yards TD Long 

Westerkamp, J 7 107 1 21 

Reilly, Brandon 5 70 0 27 

Moore, Alonzo 3 48 1 22 

Wilbon, Mikale 2 28 0 14 

Turner, Jamal 2 21 0 16 

Morgan Jr., S. 2 19 0 14 

Hovey, Lane 2 17 0 11 

Foster, Trey 1 9 1 9 

Totals 24 319 3 27 

Puntin No. Yds Long In20_ TB 

Foltz, Sam 4 184 aE 67 1 0 

Broekemeier, T. 2 81 40.5 48 1 (6) 

Totals 6 265 44.2 67 2 0 
Punt Kickoff Intercept 

Returns Y No Yds_lg 

Morgan Jr., S. oj} 0 O O 

Gerry, Nate O} 1 43 43 

Newby, Terrell oj} 1 19 19] O O O 

Totals 5, 1 19 19} 1 43 43 

Field goals Qtr Time _ Dist Result 


2nd 00:00 40 yards Missed 
4th 00:48 41 yards Missed 


Brown, Drew 
Brown, Drew 


Kickoffs No. Yards TB OB 

Brown, Drew 5 325 65.0 4 0 

All-purpose Run Rcv KR _PR_IR_ Total 
Westerkamp, J O 107 0 (6) 0 107 
Reilly, Brandon 11 70 0 0 0 81 
Moore, Alonzo 24 48 0 0 0) 72 
Newby, Terrell 43 Oo 19 0 0 62 
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akes a tackle in his 


first game as a Husker. Right: Freedom 
Akinmoladum sacks BYU’s Taysom Hill. 


# BYU 


Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds 
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22 PIKULA,Manoa 

15 DAVIS,Michael 

7 HANNEMANN,Micah 

21 LANGI,Harvey 

62 TAELE,Logan 

OE WARNER, Fred 

30 WADSWORTH,Micha 

31 TAUTU,Sae 

90 KAUFUSI,Bronson 

20 PREATOR,Jordan 

33 TAKENAKA, Eric 

43 LEUTA-DOUYERE,J 

2 HADLEY,Matthew 

44 PECK,Remington 

28 HINE,Adam 

42 HEDER, Austin 

4 HILL,Taysom 

24 BROWN,Algernon 

37 JONES,Grant 

25 KAUTAI,Teu 

18 SHELTON,Michael 

92 ROWLEY,Graham 

91 TUILOMA, Travis 
Totals 
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# Nebraska Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds_ TFL-Yds_ FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH 


1B Kalu, Joshua 

5 Young, Dedrick 
25 Gerry, Nate 

24 Williams, Aaron 
52 Banderas, Josh 
23 Davie, Daniel 
28 Cockrell, B. 

91 Akinmoladun, F. 
95 Gangwish, Jack 
90 McMullen, Greg 
29 Nabity, Graham 
92 Williams, Kevin 
7 Collins, Maliek 
98 Valentine, V. 
1C Joseph, Boaz 
16 Reed, Antonio 
2A Williams, Kier. 
12 Gifford, Luke 
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Cafe & Pie Shoppe 


LS Vlel-\a 


“corral 


Help Yourself to Happiness 


of 


5600 South 48" St. Lincoln, Ne 68516 
402-423-2206 e www.staufferscafe.com 


The Best Homemade Cooking in Nebraska 


ai =: 
TREAT 


— 50 varieties of Serving 
i ve ; Breakfast, 
omemade pres = Lunch & Dinner 


sks kako 


Kids eat for 
$.99 cents on 
Mondays 


Large groups always 


welcomed 


Breakfast Buffet Se we Re 
Saturday & Sunday — 


$2.25 Pie on 
Saturday 


3940 North 27th St. “Coming to 
Stauffer’s is like 
ae) coming home to 


Grandma’s.” 


Lincoln, Nebraska 


402-438-0080 


ORDER ONLINE GET YOUR 
BUNS IN HERE 
402-423-CRAV 
2801 PINE LAKE ROAD 
LINCOLN, NE 68516 
www.hfcrave.com 


BEHIND THE ARC i 
| CRAVE 
pn OE TPES CAs Zs 
SE << dtm ) 
. yy ca . HOLLENBECK FARMS 
HEAT TOPPER” ‘ € ae ey Ss hens Suan 
MET NEL 
po ae be 
r. e» et 4 
| Se = 2 ie 
St a Z 
gas DELIVERING THE GOODS” 
OL) 
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402-476-8677 


1226 P STREET STE. 101 + LINCOLN 
OPEN 10:50AM - SAM EVERY DAY 


RUSHING OFFENSE: Simply put for one half Nebraska was miserable at 


running the ball. BYU shut down the inside run, dominated the line of scrimmage and 


flooded the outside with defenders to keep Terrell Newby, Mikale Wilbon and the rest 
of the backs corralled. The Huskers adjusted in the second half and found other areas 
to attack. Imani Cross broke a couple runs on the power, Newby found a nice lane through the 


middle for a touchdown. But when the Huskers needed to rely on the offensive line and the 


os Cavd 


ball carriers to finish a game they went out with a whimper on the final three drives, failing to 
convert third down attempts of 1 yard, 1 yard and 3 yards. Ultimately that let BYU hang around 


and stun the team. —- Michael Bruntz 


PASSING OFFENSE: Saturday’s passing numbers were pretty solid for the 


Huskers, but a big dip in the second quarter brought the overall grade down. Quarter- 


back Tommy Armstrong started the game looking as good as he ever has with several 


Huslcew 


nice passes to Jordan Westerkamp and even throwing a block to spring his roommate 

for an opening touchdown. However, Armstrong struggled in the second quarter to hit some 
of his easier passes, missing some screen throws and overthrowing his wideouts. For the game 
he finished with a 58 percent completion percentage and three touchdowns to one intercep- 
tion. Nebraska's wide receivers had a strong game with Westerkamp, Alonzo Moore, Brandon 
Reilly, Lane Hovey and Stanley Morgan all making important catches down the stretch.. — 


Michael Bruntz 


RUSHING DEFENSE: tthe Huskers did well against the BYU rushing attack, 
holding the Cougars to 132 yards rushing — a good amount of that coming on quarterback 

scrambles when wide receivers were covered downfield. Things got better for the Big Red in 

the second half as the Huskers made several third and fourth down stops to allow the offense 

time to get back into the game. Unfortunately for the Huskers, BYU gained 34 yards on the ground 


on the decisive final drive. - Michael Bruntz 


PASSING DEFENSE: syu was able to move the ball consistently through the air 
on the Huskers, throwing for 379 yards, which represented the bulk of the Cougars’ yardage 

on the day. In the first half, Taysom Hill found open receivers and was never really harassed 

by Nebraska's pass rush. The Huskers got a big, momentum-changing interception from 

Nathan Gerry in the third quarter, but beyond that, it will likely be a forgettable day for the Huskers’ 


secondary — especially after the final Hail Mary was completed. - Michael Bruntz 


KICKING/SPECIAL TEAMS: Special teams weren't a big bright spot for the 


Huskers on Saturday, as kicker Drew Brown missed two field goals, and the Huskers weren't 


able to generate a whole lot in the return game against BYU's rugby-style punts. Punter Sam 
Foltz punted well against a strong wind, and had a 68-yard punt downed at the 1/2-yard line, 


but later left the game with an ankle injury. — Michael Bruntz 


Quoting NU head coach Mike Riley 
on calling timeout before Hail Mary catch: 
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Injuries Riddle Huskers 

The Huskers were already without five players com- 
ing into Saturday’s game with BYU because of suspen- 
sion and without star punt returner and wide receiver 
De’Mornay Pierson-El because of injury, but coming 
out of the game, things are significantly worse. 

Punter Sam Foltz went down early in the game with 
an ankle injury trying to get a punt off. A BYU defend- 
er rolled up on his plant foot as he followed through. 
Foltz was taken to the locker room, diagnosed with a 
sprain, and returned to the sideline in a boot. 

Boots started to seem like official team attire in 
the postgame interview room. Wide receiver Alonzo 
Moore also wore one after his solid three-catch effort. 
Jack Gangwish wasn’t in a boot, but he also came out 
of the game in worse shape than he entered. The senior 
defensive end injured his arm, “banging it pretty good” 
according to defensive coordinator Mark Banker. 

Then there was David Sutton, making his first ca- 
reer start at tight end. The Lincoln Southeast product 
went down in the first quarter trying to make catch 
along the west sideline. He was hit with a low blow 
to the ankles, drawing the ire of offensive coordinator 
Danny Langsdorf. 

“T thought it should have been a penalty on the play, 
so you hate to see a guy go down like that,” he said. 
“Tt looked like he got clipped from behind, and it was 
late.” 

Trey Foster and Sam Cotton took most of the reps 
in place of Sutton with Cethan Carter serving a suspen- 
sion. 

“Any time you have a guy who’s practicing a lot and 
is playing well, he goes down, you scramble a little bit, 
but we’ve got some capable backups in there,” Langs- 
dorf said. “I thought they played tough and played 
well.” 


Rough Day for Drew Brown 

Nebraska kicker Drew Brown started the season 
with a couple costly misses against BYU. After going 
14-for-21 a season ago, the young kicker thought he 
was poised for a strong start, but things got away from 
him. 

“Tt was a tough wind out there and an electric atmos- 
phere, and I just let it all get to my head,” he said. “I just 
didn’t do what I needed to do and rely on what I had 
done all fall camp. You have to get through these bad 
days to get to the great ones.” 

The wind blew out of the south for the majority of 
the game, but Brown said that shouldn’t have affected 
him. 

“You just have to make clean ball contact, and I 
didn’t do that today. That’s the biggest thing,” he said. 
“You don’t really try to think about it too much. You 
just try to make good ball contact because that’s really 
all you can do. Good ball contact with the wind, into 
the wind, no wind, it should be the same result every 
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David Sutton gives a thumbs up to the Keowd as he was carted off the field in the first quarter with an injury. 


time.” 

Brown’s mental state may have been com- 
promised as well. When punter Sam Foltz went 
down with an ankle sprain, the kicker ran onto 
the field and appeared to be distraught. 

“That’s something that I shouldn’t have let 
happen to me,” Brown said. “Obviously Sam’s 
our best special team’s player. He’s a weapon 
for our team, and he’s one of my best friends, 
most importantly, and when he went down it 
got the best of me.” 


Trey Foster earned his scholarship less than 
a month ago, but he’s already giving the team 
a return on its investment. The junior tight end 
caught the first touchdown of his career in the 
third quarter against BYU. 


“At that point in the game I had kind of — 


tweaked up my ankle a little bit,” he said. “We 
called the play, and I knew it was made for me. 
Oh, geez. This was going to be the defining mo- 
ment. I wasn’t going to worry about that ankle 
right there. I’m just going to make sure I make 
this play.” 


After the game, Foster was smiling from ear 
to ear over the grab. 
“T was so happy for it, 


he said. “So excit- 


. ing.” 


receiver took two carries for 24 yards. 


“He’s got good speed, and he has a good | 
_ feel for hitting that thing with good timing with 
the quarterback,” offensive coordinator Danny 
_ Langsdorf said. “I thought he ran hard, but it 
was unfortunate that he missed most of the sec- 
- ond half. He’s looked good in practice doing it, 


so we felt good about it.” 


Junior wide receiver Jordan Westerkamp 


» caught seven passes for 107 yards and one 
© touchdown. With his 107 receiving yards, : 
_ Westerkamp increased his career receiving 


yardage total to 1,137 moving him up from 
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- age list. Westerkamp’s seven receptions in- 


creased his career total to 71 moving him from 


_ 24th to a tie for 17th with Cory Ross on the 
: Nebraska career receptions list. Westerkamp 


recorded his fourth career 100-yard receiving 
game, tying Maurice Purify for the sixth-most 


With De’Mornay Pierson-El out for the first _ in school history. 


_ 4-6 games of the season, Nebraska turned to ; 
» Alonzo Moore in its “Jet Sweep” package. The 


Quarterback Tommy Armstrong Jr. com- 
pleted 24-of-41 passes for 319 yards and three 


touchdowns. Armstrong’s 319 passing yards 


were the second-highest total of his career 


trailing only his career-high 381 passing yards 
_ against USC in the Holiday Bowl. It was Arm- 


strong’s ninth career game with more than 200 


- yards passing and his second career 300-yard 
' passing game. Armstrong increased his career 
' passing total to 3,980, moving him within 20 


yards of becoming Nebraskas seventh 4,000- 


: yard career passer. Armstrong's three touch- 
: down passes increased his career total to 34 
» moving him into a tie with Turner Gill for 


sixth place on the NU career passing touch- 


23rd to 15th on the NU career receiving yard- down list. 
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Above: Nate Gerry tries to avoid the BYU tackler as he returns a third quarter interception to set up a Nebraska touchdown. Below: 
Josh Banderas and Byerson Cockerill converge on a tackle. 
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LISTRAnE > | f 
Captains Jordan Westerkamp, Tommy Armstrong Jr., Alex Lewis and Maliek 
Collins emerge from the smoke before the game. 
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Above: Jack Gangwish celebrates a_ tackle 
against BYU. Below: Alonzo Moore crosses the 
goal line after his touchdown catch in the first 
quarter. 


Above: Greg 

' McMullen 
celebrates a 
tackle against 
BYU. 


= Left: Jordan 
5 Westerkamp 
scores a 
touchdown on 
the opposite 

i; side of the 
field he caught 
the ball on. He 
picked upa 
key block from 
quarterback 
Tommy 

» Armstrong Jr. 
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Behind Fans endure heat for home opener 


i] (F PHOTOS BY JIMMY RASH/HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


- _ 
Above: Tom Klein (Lincoln) sells programs in front of Memorial 
Stadium prior to the BYU game. Left: Bill Hill and Pat Collins-Hill 


from Ralston pose for a photo on their way to the stadium for the 
y BYU game. 


Patti and Jim Swoboda (Valley) enjoy a picnic in front of Memorial 
Stadium prior to the BYU game. 


TA 


Krissy Krotter, Tracy Chvala, and Sydney Hupp all from Oneill, NE 
(4) take a stroll before the BYU game. are ready to cheer on the Huskers against BYU. 


— 
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From left: Joanne Sorensen of Denver, Colorado, Peg Wright (Husker Peg from Omaha), Dorthy Johnston of Omaha and Betty 
Strilka of Omaha enjoy some time together before the BYU game. Joanne and Peg have enjoyed tailgating at this spot since 1974 
and Dorothy and Betty joined in about 10 years ago. 


Lincoln's Best 
Steaks & Prime Rib!* 


Visitus at any of our three locations: 
6235 Havelock Ave. (402-466-8424) 
200 N. 11" St. (402-476-7766) ramen: 
; Visit www.MistysLincoln.com for banquet and 
3930 Vi llage De (402-261-4798) catering information and upcoming events. 


Voted Best of Lincoln for Steaks, Prime Rib & Fine Dining. 
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Trey Foster gets ready to score his first ever touchdown for the Huskers in the third quarter against BYU. 


ann CHIROPRACTIC & 
FOUL ACUPUNCTURE PC. 


2500 NORTHVIEW RD - STE 101 (25th & Superior) 
Located in the Eyecare Specialties building 


DR. PAULA J. WIESE 
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INFANTS TO ELDERLY 

ELECTRONIC ACUPUNCTURE Call Now For 
PRENATAL & MATERNITY CARE Appointment 
HEADACHES 

NECK, MID BACK, LOW 


BACK & JOINT PAIN www.drpaulawiese.com 
SPORTS INJURIES & WELLNESS CARE 


WILLIAMS MAKING) 
Most OF FIFTH ag 
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VIINUTE 
Stories by Lanny Holstein and Darren Ivy 


The senior defensive tackle is back for his fifth season of Nebraska 
football, but it will only be his second seeing the field in any meaning- 
ful capacity. Youth and a couple knee injuries kept Williams off the field 
early in his career, but they didn’t keep him from excelling elsewhere, 
most notably in the classroom. 

“I mean, it all happened for a reason,’ he said. “I was able to get ahead 
in other areas. I’ve still grown as a player, and I was able to bounce back 
and still do my thing, so it was all for a reason, all part of His plan” 

Williams is in his final semester at Nebraska, and just three hours 
away from a masters degree in engineering. He earned his bachelors de- 
gree in the same discipline, one of the tougher tracks the university of- 
fers, in just three years. He did this all while dealing with football and 
rehab on the side. 

“That’s my biggest accomplishment right now, and it (always) will be,” 
Williams said. “Making it to the NFL would be great, but graduating 
from college is something to really hang your hat on in my book.” 

Where many others would have quit, Williams pressed on and he now 
finds himself back on the football field as one of eleven Husker defend- 
ers to earn a Blackshirt. 

“It was a combination of my own determination and how I was raised,” 
Williams said of how he made it through. “My mom just said that God 
presents opportunities in mysterious ways. It’s up to you to really dig 
down and pray and find out where the opportunities are and to take full 
advantage of them.” 

The next opportunity for Williams is playing in new defensive coordi- 
nator Mark Banker's free-flowing scheme. There may be some transition 
hurdles, sure, but Williams likes the idea of lining it up and getting after 
it in his final go-round as a Husker. 

“Its more gap assignment, single gap, but I mean, there are a lot of 
similarities” Williams said. “I mean, d-line play is kind of universal to a 
certain extent. You line up, and you destroy the guy ahead of you. That’s 
what it comes down to, mano y mano.” 

Williams also wants to lay the foundation for the future in his final 
season. Just as those before him did, Williams is intent on guiding the 
young defensive tackles through the learning an acclimation process. 

“Having guys like (Jared) Crick, Terrance Moore, Thad Randal, guys 
like that to help me out when I was younger, that’s everything,” he said. 
“Hearing things from them is different than hearing them from your 
parents or your coaches. You look up to your peers, the players ahead 
of you.” 

Carlos and Khalil Davis, in particular, have caught Williams eye. He’s 
excited about what he can do for them this season before he predicts 
they will bloom into the next big thing. 

“They are really good guys, very good character, and they are going 
to be playmakers on the field too,” Williams said. “Give them a couple 
years, and you guys will definitely be hearing their names for sure. They 
are standup guys too. They are the guys you want as faces of the program 
later on.” 

As for his own career, Williams may never have achieved “face of the 
program” status, but he’s appreciative of the ride. While he admitted it’s 
human nature to look back and think how things may have been differ- 
ent, he doesn't like to do so because it makes him feel old. 

“T feel very old all the time,” he said. “We joke about that a lot in the 
locker room. I feel like an old man out there.” 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


SEASON-OPENING 


LOSSES DURING 
LAST 40 YEARS 


CUS ATES Sy) » b , 
Jordan Westerkamp makes a catch against 
BYU. 


1 BRIGHAM YOUNG 
33-28 IN 2015 


FORIDA STATE 
17-13 IN 1985 


IOWA 
10-7 IN 1981 


20-3 IN 1978 


WASHINGTON STATE 
19-10 IN 1977 


Nebraska saw its nation-leading 29-game season- 
opening winning streak come to an end with the 
33-28 loss to BYU on Saturday. It marked the first 
time since the Huskers fell 17-13 to Florida State in 
1985. During the 1970s and 80s, the Huskers used 
to open against some top tier programs each sea- 
son, including back-to-back games against LSU in 
1975 and 1976. 


ALABAMA 
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VIINUTE 


Blackshirts Awarded 

Before Nebraska opened the season against BYU, the 
time honored tradition of the Blackshirts was restored to 
its historic roots. 

Instead of making the defensive players earn the dis- 
tinctive practice jerseys with a few games of strong de- 
fense, coach Mike Riley, defensive coordinator Mark 
Banker and staff decided to make them an honorary dis- 
tinction handed out before the year, as it was done before 
the Bill Callahan era. 

“We talked with former defensive coordinator Charlie 
McBride, and that’s how it was traditionally done most of 
the time,” Banker said. 

Maliek Collins, Vincent Valentine, Kevin Williams, 
Jack Gangwish, Greg McMullen, Josh Banderas, Ded- 
rick Young, Daniel Davie, Joshua Kalu, Nate Gerry and 
Byerson Cockrell each earned the jerseys. 

A video posted on the team’s official website captured 
the moment when the honorees received their jerseys in 
the locker room. It was an emotional scene for many, in- 
cluding Gangwish, who put his face in his hands trying 
to hold back tears. 

“It was done through hard work and a system that we 
established, a criteria,” Banker said of how the Black- 
shirts were awarded. “We wanted them just to be togeth- 
er. It wasn’t a big hoopla type of deal. It’s meaningful.” 


Young A Rarity 

True freshman Dedrick Young earned the start against 
BYU at one of Nebraska’s two outside linebacker posi- 
tions. It’s something that doesn’t happen often for coach 
Mike Riley. 

“That’s very rare for us,” he said. “We have not red- 
shirted linebackers in the past, played them, but most of 
the time as a back-up and full-time on special teams.” 

Young is needed in a larger role that. As a young guy in 
a thin spot, he was called on midway through fall camp. 

“This guy had the benefit of being here in the spring, 
which right now, appears to be a great thing for him,” 
Riley said. “He’s very smart. He soaks it all in. He’s very 
consistent. He’s graded out extremely well in all the prac- 
tices and all the scrimmages we had. I think he’s ready 
to play.” 

As for the rest of the linebacking corps, Michael Rose- 
Ivey and Josh Banderas have experience as juniors, but 
that well runs dry quickly. There is not another linebacker 
on the roster with a single career start. 

“It’s a relatively thin group in general, but they’ve 
done a great job of working to this point,” Riley said. “I 
think that Coach Bray has done a nice job of teaching and 
coaching them, and we’ve been very pleased with their 
progress.” 


Returners feature old, new faces 

Without De’Mornay Pierson-El back there in the 
opener with BYU, Jordan Westerkamp and Stanley Mor- 
gan Jr. handled punt returns and Terrell Newby and Jor- 
dan Nelson handled kick returns. 

“We lost De’ Mornay for a while as a returner, but I 
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Dedrick Young was the fourth true freshman to start a season open- 
er since World War Il, joining Ralph Brown (1996), Terrence Nunn 
(2004) and Tyler Moore (2011). 


think we have good returners,” Riley said. “I think we’ ve looked very 
solid in our return game. I think we’ve looked solid in our coverage 
game too, whether it’s punt or kickoff.” 

Westerkamp handled punt return duties a couple years ago when 
things didn’t go well for the guys ahead of him on the depth chart. He 
was chosen this season as the top replacement for a similar reason as 
he was in 2013. 

“The first thing we look at back there, after we lose De’Mornay, is 
we look for ball security and (Jordan’s) our best,” Riley said. “He’s go- 
ing to catch the football. He’s going to take care of the football. So the 
number one thing that you want, initially when the other team is punt- 
ing, is you want the ball back.” 


Riley loving Nebraska 

Lincoln, Nebraska is a whole other deal compared to Corvallis, Or- 
egon, according to Mike Riley. 

The level of attention given to Nebraska football is something that 
the new coach hasn’t experienced before. 

“It might not be comparable to anywhere, I don’t know,” he said 
before the BYU loss. “It’s exceedingly good. I always say that the one 
thing I have noted about Nebraska, in general, is that people care and 
they care in a lot of different ways, but one of the ways is obvious, the 
interest in the program and the kids in the program, the history of the 
program, all of that.” 

When the care factor is high, expectations come along with that, and 
Riley said he understands and welcomes those standards. 

“Everywhere I’ve been everybody has wanted to win all the games 
and all that part of it, but it’s actually fun and exciting to be around so 
much interest, so much caring, great pride in the place, great pride in 
the University, great pride in the football program and all the sports 
programs,” he said. 

The difference between how much people care about Husker athlet- 
ics can actually be seen, according to Riley. 

“T always say even to how it’s cared for physically, how people take 
care of it and how clean and neat it always is,” he said. “It’s always the 
best foot forward at Nebraska and that’s really a privilege to be a part 
of.” 


Hometown Huskers 
Senior Tight End David Sutton makes first start 


Story by Lanny Holstein - Photo by Joe Mixan 


AS A HOMEGROWN LINCOLNITE, David Sutton is a 
Husker through and through. But that didn't stop the fifth year 
senior from tinkering with the idea of leaving this offseason. 

“There was a lot of thought that went into it,” he said. “As you 
know, and as my teammates know, you put in a lot of work. It’s 
a very big time commitment, and I definitely took a lot of time 
to think about it” 

Sutton wondered if what he was getting out of the program, a 
handful of snaps per game on special teams, was worth the time 
and effort. Stuck near the bottom of the tight end depth chart 
under the previous staff, a new regime was like a breath of fresh 
air to Sutton. 

“When the coaching change happened, I knew that I had 
a new, clean slate and a nice opportunity coming for myself? 
he said. “I just wanted to come out in spring ball and show the 
coaches what I can do, 
hoping that it would 
give me an opportunity 
going forward. Luckily 
it has.” 

Sutton’s efforts and a 
new set of eyes grading 
him out have the senior 
at the top of a crowded 
tight end depth chart. 
Although he’s not the 
unquestioned starter at 
the position, being the 
starter in any capacity 
is a major win for a guy 
who came into spring 
ball just looking to find 
a few offensive snaps. 

Sutton got along with 
graduate assistant coach 
Tavita Thompson, who 
coaches the tight ends, 


right away, earning 

an opportunity in the 

coach’s eye. ee 
“About midway » - 


» 


through spring ball I 
started getting oppor- 
tunities with the first 
team, and I realized, 
okay, here we go, this 
might be my shot,’ Sut- | 
ton said. 

He and guard Dylan 
Utter, another walk-on | 
become starter, built © 
on that in the summer. 
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David Sutton lines up to block before being injured in the opener. 


Each of them looking to create a larger role for themselves and 
seeing an opportunity, fed off of each other. 

“He and I really worked hard in the offseason,” Sutton said. 
“We were in kind of the same situation. He was fighting for time 
on the offensive line, and I was fighting for time at the tight end 
spot.” 

In addition to the excitement Sutton feels over earning a 
starting spot at tight end, there's the excitement that comes from 
an expanded role for the position in general. 

“Tt’s definitely a lot different. I’m sure you can tell,” he said. 
“There's definitely a lot bigger role for us in this offense. That 
past couple years we've been running a lot of decoy routes and 
doing stuff in the run game, but it’s really nice to start to get in- 
tegrated into the offense and have a chance to catch some balls 
and still be a force blocking on the perimeter.” 

Just because it’s 
fun to catch a few 
more balls though, 
doesnt mean it 
hasn't been an ad- 
justment. 

“We didn't have 
a lot of work in the 
passing game, so a 
lot of the work has 
just been refining 
our routes, having 
good technique and 
getting in and out of 
our breaks,” he said. 
“Since we have a big- 
ger role in the pass- 
ing game, we were 
kind of rusty when 
it came to route run- 


ning.” 
The time for 
knocking off the 


rust has come and 
gone for Sutton. One 
game down and at 
least eleven to go 
to make something 
happen. 

“This is my last 
shot, so I just want 
to make the most of 
wow it” he said. “It’s just 
fun. It’s just exciting 


that I’m going to get 


a chance to finally 
play.” 
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GQ-PARK-WIN! 


Don't spend valuable pre-game time searching for parking 
before Husker kickoffs. Reserve your parking online for one 
game or the entire season at one of our convenient City 
garages. You'll save time and money AND qualify to win 
valuable prizes! We're giving away two Big Red Weekend 
Packages that include two tickets to the game, $100 in 
Husker merchandise and a $50 restaurant gift certificate. 


Itseasy tosignupat = ~~. So Go-Park-Win 
with the Huskers and reserve 
game day parking! 
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RESERVE YOUR PARKING ONLINE! Ge 


parkandgo.org 


2015 NEBRASKA FOOTBALL ROSTER 


No Name Pos Ht Wt Yr Hometown (Prev School) No Name Pos Ht Wt Yr Hometown (Prev School) 

1 Joseph, Boaz DB 6-1 190 So. Weston, Fla. (Cypress Bay) 41 McNitt, Luke TE 6-2 240 So. Kearney, Neb. (Nebraska-Kearney) (Kearney) 
1 Westerkamp, Jordan WR 6-0 195 Jr. Lombard, Ill. (Montini Catholic) 42 Foster, Trey TE 6-0 245 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

2 Darlington, Zack QB 6-2 205 RFr. Apopka, Fla. (Apopka) 42 Koley, Creighton DB 6-0 180 RFr. Omaha, Neb. (Skutt Catholic) 

2 Mosley, Trai DB 5-10 170 RFr. Pflugerville, Texas (Hendrickson) 43 Classen, Brett WR 6-2 205 So. Medina, Minn. (Winona State) (Wayzata) 
2. Stevenson, Jordan IB 5-9 205 Fr. Dallas, Texas (South Oak Cliff) 43 Ferguson, Tyrin LB 6-2 200 Fr. New Orleans, La. (Edna Karr) 

3. Alston, Lavan WR 6-0 175 Fr. Oxnard, Calif. (St. Bonaventure) 44 McCann, Mitch FB 6-0 235 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 

3. Newby, Marcus LB 6-1. 235 So. North Potomac, Md. (Quince Orchard) 44 Stoltenberg, Mick DL 6-5 265 RFr. Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 

4 Anderson, Avery DB 6-0 175 Fr. Surprise, Ariz. (Pine Creek (Colorado Springs)) 45 Natter, A.J. DE 6-5 250 So. Milton, Wis. (Milton) 

4 Armstrong Jr.,Tommy QB 6-1 220 Jr. Cibolo, Texas (Steele) 45 Reimers, Bryan WR 6-5 210 RFr. Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln East) 

5 Young, Dedrick LB 6-1 220 Fr. Peoria, Ariz. (Centennial) 47 Jarzynka, Matt DE 6-4 240 RFr. Loup City, Neb. (Loup City) 

6 Bush, AJ QB 6-3 220 RFr. Alpharetta, Ga. (Norcross) 48 Evans, Erik DE 6-3 255 So. Waverly, Neb. (Waverly) 

6 Lee Jr., Eric DB 6-0 180 Fr. Milton, Mass. (Valor Christian (Colorado)) 48 Rahn, Gabe WR 6-1 190 So. Le Mars, lowa (Le Mars) 

7 Allen, Taariq WR 6-3 200 Sr. Weston, Mass. (The Rivers School) 49 Hemphill, Austin FB 6-0 220 Fr. _ Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 

7 Collins, Maliek DT 6-2 300 Jr. Kansas City, Mo. (Center) 49 Weber, Chris LB 6-3 220 So. Omaha, Neb. (Elkhorn) 

8 Jones, Chris DB 6-0 180 So. Jacksonville, Fla. (Sandalwood) 50. Johns, Garret DL 6-0 280 Jr. Aurora, Neb. (Aurora) 

8 Morgan Jr.,Stanley WR 6-0 185 Fr. New Orleans, La. (St. Augustine) 51 Brugmann, Jared LB 6-2 225 Fr. Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 

9  Broekemeier, Tyson QB 6-1 200 Sr. Aurora, Neb. (Aurora) 51 Freudenburg,Ryan OL 6-5 305 RFr. Norfolk, Neb. (Lutheran-Northeast) 

9 Burtch, Sam WR 6-3 200 Sr. Murdock, Neb. (Elmwood-Murdock) 52 Banderas, Josh LB 6-2 235 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 

9 Neal, DaiShon DE 6-7 250 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Central) 53 Boryca, Alex LB 6-2 220 RFr. Cozad, Neb. (Cozad) 

10 Kalu, Joshua DB 6-1 185 So. Houston, Texas (Alief Taylor) 54 Painter, Robby OL 6-4 290 Jr. Centennial, Colo. (Grandview) 

10 Turner, Jamal WR 6-1 190 Sr. Arlington, Texas (Sam Houston) 54 Poppen, Garrett LB 6-1 215 RFr. Giltner, Neb. (Giltner) 

11 Carter, Cethan TE 6-4 240 Jr. New Orleans, La. (Archbishop Rummel) 55 Maurice, Kevin DT 6-3 280 Jr. Orlando, Fla. (Freedom) 

12. Gifford, Luke LB 6-3 215 RFr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 55 Thurston, Paul OL 6-5 295 Jr. Arvada, Colo. (Arvada West) 

13 Hovey, Lane WR 6-4 205 Jr. Adel, lowa (Adel-Desoto-Minburn) 56 Gaylord, Christian OL 6-6 275 Fr. Baldwin City, Kan. (Baldwin City) 

13. Talan, Adrienne LB 6-1 200 Fr. Davie, Fla. (Flanagan) 56 Simpson, Brad LB 6-0 225 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Ralston) 

14 Rose, Jonathan CB 6-1 195 Sr. Leeds, Ala. (Auburn) (Leeds) 57 Sterup, Zach OL 6-8 320 Sr. Hastings, Neb. (Hastings St. Cecilia) 

15 Pierson-El, De’Mornay WR 5-9 185 So. Alexandria, Va. (West Potomac) 57 Weinmaster, Jacob LB 6-0 200 Fr. Loveland, Colo. (Loveland) 

15 Rose-lvey, Michael LB 5-11 240 Jr. Kansas City, Mo. (Rockhurst) 58 Lopez, Joel DL 6-2 260 So. Saint Charles, Ill. (Burlington Central) 
16 Reed, Antonio DB 6-2 200 Fr. Memphis, Tenn. (Southaven (Miss.)) 58 Whitaker, Corey OL 6-4 290 Jr. Murrieta, Calif. (Vista Murrieta) 

17 Fyfe, Ryker QB 6-2 210 Jr. Grand Island, Neb. (Grand Island) 59 Cleveland, Brody LB 6-2 210 Fr. Ogallala, Neb. (Ogallala) 

17 King, Sedrick DE 6-4 240 RFr. Plant City, Fla. (Plant City) 59 Finnin, Matt OL 6-7 305 Sr. Crete, Ill. (College of DuPage) (Crete Monee) 
18 Barry, Mohamed LB 6-1 215 Fr. Grayson, Ga. (Grayson) 62 Conrad, Cole OL 6-5 290 RFr. Fremont, Neb. (Archbishop Bergan) 

19 Keels, Joe DE 6-3 265 Sr. Kenosha, Wis. (Highland CC) (Bradford) 63 Farmer, Tanner OL 6-4 310 RFr. Highland, Ill. (Highland) 

21 Jackson, Charles DB 5-11 180 Jr. Spring, Texas (Klein Collins) 65 Reeves, Ryne OL 6-3 300 Sr. Crete, Neb. (Crete) 

21 Wilbon, Mikale IB 5-8 190 RFr. Chicago, Ill. (De La Salle Institute) 66 Utter, Dylan OL 6-1 285 Jr. Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista) 

22 Ozigbo, Devine RB 5-11 225 Fr. Sachse, Texas (Sachse) 67 Foster, Jerald OL 6-3 310 RFr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

22 Ridder, Anthony DB 6-2 205 Sr. West Point, Neb. (West Point Central Catholic) 68 Gates, Nick OL 6-5 290 RFr. Las Vegas, Nev. (Bishop Gorman) 

23 Davie, Daniel CB 6-1 190 Sr. Beatrice, Neb. (Beatrice) 70 Kondolo, Chongo OL 6-4 300 Sr. Carrollton, Texas (Fresno City College) (Creekview) 
23 Rose, Austin IB 6-1 215 RFr. Lincoln, Neb. (North Star) 71 Lewis, Alex OL 6-6 290 Sr. Tempe, Ariz. (Colorado) (Mountain Pointe) 
24 Williams, Aaron DB 5-11 185 Fr. Atlanta, Ga. (Carver) 72 Hannon, Zach OL 6-5 305 So. Kansas City, Mo. (Rockhurst) 

25 Gerry, Nate S 6-2 205 Jr. Sioux Falls, S.D. (Washington) 73 Hahn, Sam OL 6-6 300 Jr. DeWitt, Neb. (North Dakota St.) (Tri-County) 
25 Holtmeier, Blake WR 6-2 200 RFr. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney Catholic) 74 Barnett, Jalin OL 6-4 310 Fr. Lawton, Okla. (Lawton) 

26 Connely, Thomas LB 5-11 205 RFr. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney Catholic) 75 Anderson, Fyn DL 6-3 260 Fr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

26 Pelzer, Brady WR_ 5-11 180 RFr. Bellevue, Neb. (Bellevue East) 75 Long, Chris OL 6-4 300 Sr. Blair, Neb. (Blair) 

26 Sutcliffe, Jamie PK 6-2 190 Jr. — ThousandOaks, Calif (Utah/Pierce College) (Thousand Oaks) 76 Johnson Jr., Dwayne OL 6-6 280 So. Houston, Texas (Bellaire) 

27 Foltz, Sam P 6-1 200 Jr. Grand Island, Neb. (Grand Island) 76 Owen, Dylan DL 6-5 235 RFr. Westchester, N.Y. (Bridgton Academy) (Somers) 
27 Johnson, Noah RB 6-0 195 Fr. Sutton, Neb. (Sutton) 77 Knevel, David OL 6-9 310 So. Brantford, Ontario, Canada (Pauline Johnson Collegiate) 
27 Williams, Kieron Ss 6-0 190 So. Shreveport, La. (Air Force Prep) (C.E. Byrd) 78 Price, Givens DT 6-4 310 Sr. Houston, Texas (Alief Taylor) 

28 Cockrell, Byerson DB 6-0 185 Sr. Columbus, Miss. (East Mississippi CC) (Columbus) 79 Decker, Michael OL 6-4 285 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (North) 

28 Taylor, Adam IB 6-2 210 So. Katy, Texas (Katy) 82 Moore, Alonzo WR 6-2 195 Jr. Winnfield, La. (Winnfield Senior) 

29 Graham, Nolan DB 5-11 200 RFr. Firth, Neb. (Norris) 84 Cotton, Sam TE 6-4 250 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

29 Nabity, Graham IB 6-0 210 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Elkhorn) 85 Snyder, Matt TE 6-5 245 Fr. San Ramon, Calif. (California) 

30 Kitrell, Bo FB 6-1 225 RFr. Ashland, Neb. (Ashland-Greenwood) 86 Sutton, David TE 6-3 255 Sr. Lincoln, Neb (Southeast) 

31 Young, Conor WR 6-1 170 Fr. Cozad, Neb. (Cozad) 87 Reilly, Brandon WR 6-1 195 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 

32 Cross, Imani IB 6-1 240 Sr. Gainesville, Ga. (North Hall) 88 Dzuris, Ross DE 6-3 250 Jr.  Plattsmouth, Neb. (Plattsmouth) 

32 Davis, Alex DE 6-5 230 Fr. Riviera Beach, Fla. (Dwyer) 88 Hoppes, Tyler TE 6-4 240 So. Lincoln, Neb. (Wayne State) (Southwest) 
33 Bailey, Christian WR_ 5-11 205 So. San Clemente, Calif. (San Clemente) 89 Ketter, Connor TE 6-5 245 So. Norfolk, Neb. (Norfolk Catholic) 

33 McKay, Garrett LB 6-0 210 Jr. Anaheim Hills, Calif. (Santa Ana College) (Servite) 90 McMullen, Greg DE 6-3 280 Jr. Akron, Ohio (Hoban) 

34 Brown, Drew PK 5-11 180 So. Southlake, Texas (Southlake Carroll) 91 Akinmoladun, Freedom DE 6-4 255 RFr. Grandview, Mo. (Grandview) 

34 Newby, Terrell IB 5-10 200 Jr. Los Angeles, Calif. (Chaminade) 92 Urbach, Chase LS 6-3 200 Fr. Grosse Pointe, Mich. (Grosse Pointe South) 
35 Janovich, Andy FB 6-1 230 Sr. Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 92 Williams, Kevin DT 6-2 275 Sr. Holland, Ohio (Springfield) 

36 Karel, Reid ATH 6-3 190 Fr. Seward, Neb. (Seward) 94 Davis, Khalil DL 6-2 265 Fr. Blue Springs, Mo. (Blue Springs) 

37 Lazaro, Noah LB 6-2 225 Fr. Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln Southwest) 95 Gangwish, Jack DE 6-2 265 Sr. Wood River, Neb. (Wood River) 

37 Mazour, Wyatt RB 5-9 190 Fr. Albion, Neb. (Boone Central) 95 Lindsay, Spencer PK 5-9 205 Jr. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney) 

38 Jordan, Harrison FB 5-10 230 So. Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 96 Davis, Carlos DL 6-2 265 Fr. Blue Springs, Mo. (Blue Springs) 

39 Nelson, Jordan IB 5-7. 180 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 97 Rath, Logan DT 6-4 280 Jr.  Giltner, Neb. (South Dakota St.) (Giltner) 
40 Betka, Ty WR 5-7 165 Jr. Superior, Neb. (Drake) 98 Valentine, Vincent DT 6-3 320 Jr. Edwardsville, Ill. (Edwardsville) 

40 Ober, Jordan LS 6-1 200 Fr. Las Vegas, Nev. (Bishop Gorman) 99 Newell, Peyton DL 6-3 270 RFr. Hiawatha, Kan. (Hiawatha) 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


Sept.5  W Gardner-Webb 33-23 
Sept. 12 @ Nebraska 

Sept. 19 @ San Diego State 
Sept. 26 N. Carolina State 
Oct. 3 @ Troy 

Oct. 13 Arkansas State 
Oct. 24 @ Texas State 
Nov. 7 Idaho 

Nov. 12 La.-Lafayette 
Noy. 21 @ Georgia State 
Nov. 28 @ Georgia Southern 
Dec. 5 Appalachian State 
2014 RESULTS (6-7, 5-3) 

@ Kent State W, 23-13 
Mississippi State L, 35-3 
Georgia State L, 28-6 
@ Idaho W, 34-10 
@ Appalachian State W, 47-21 
Georgia State W, 30-27 
Troy W, 27-13 
@ Louisiana-Lafayette L, 19-9 
@ Arkansas State L, 45-10 
Texas State W, 24-20 
@ South Carolina L, 37-12 
Navy L, 40-42 
Bowling Green* L, 28-33 
*Camellia Bowl (Montgomery, Ala.) 
HEAD COACH 

Joey Jones 

accepted 

the head 

football coach 

position at 

the Univer- 

sity of South 

Alabama in 

February of 

2008 and had 

a year to lay 


the foundation of the newly created 
football program. He has been success- 
ful, compiling a 23-4 record in his first 
three seasons as an FCS independent, 
but after moving into the Sun Belt Con- 
ference with the likes of Appalachian 
State, Troy, UL Lafayette and Arkansas 
State, the Jaguars are 37-28 overall 
with a 10-13 conference mark. Jones 
has a great football pedigree. He was 
an All-SEC wide receiver for an Ala- 
bama team coached by Bear Bryant. 
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Story By Shane G. Gilster » Photos Courtesy of South Alabama Sports Information 


Jaguars have playmakers and offensive line to play tough 

Coming from the Sun Belt conference, don’t expect South Alabama to beat Nebras- 
ka in Lincoln, but look for them to hang around for maybe a half. 

The Jaguars, who are picked to finished sixth in a conference that consists of 11 
teams, lost 17 starters which included their quarterback, leading rusher, leading re- 
ceiver, leading tackler and top pass rusher. 

But with an offensive line that is a major strength and a handful of versatile play- 
makers, don’t be shocked if these Jaguars from Alabama play inspired football and 
catch the Cornhuskers still in their “Hail Mary Hangover” loss to BYU the week 
before. 

The hangover will eventually wear off as NU should pull away in the second half 
but expect the score to be closer than most might expect. 

Prediction — Nebraska 38, South Alabama 17 


Transfer help 
South Alabama was fortunate that the University of Alabama-Birmingham dis- 


banded their football program. The Jaguars got nine players from UAB and most will 
help immediately this season. The biggest one is quarterback Cody Clements. Cle- 
ments started all 11 games last year for the Blazers, throwing for over 2,000 yards and 
14 TDs. 

Clements is excited to be a part of the South Alabama football program and sees a 
chance to be a better quarterback with the Jaguars. 

“We have so many playmakers on the outside and our offensive line is looking re- 
ally good. There are a lot of positives. We have four running backs who can all go in 
and play and have the same effect on the team and provide an exciting outcome. I’m 
very excited about it.” 

The other former UAB Blazers that are expected to play for the Jaguars right away 
this fall include offensive guard Cameron Blankenship, tight end Gerald Everett, re- 
ceivers D.J. Vinson and Josh Magee and linebacker Kalen Jackson. 


Receiver with running back skills 

Next to Clements, D.J. Vinson is expected to make an immediate impact on offense. 
At 5-foot-10 and 200 pounds, Vinson will run plays out of the slot position. He should 
be well suited to play it, after running for almost 700 yards and eight TDs at UAB, but 
it is still an adjustment. 

“Tt was a big transition,” Vinson said of practicing at receiver. “At running back I 
was close to the play and now I’m moving to different sides of the field; it was difficult 
at first, but now after going through summer conditioning I feel like this offense under 


RESERVE YOUR PARKING ONLINE! 


Coach (Bryant) Vincent has more 
options with what we can do.” 

“Having been a running back, 
I can motion out of the backfield 
to receiver, and I think I can help 
our offense keep a fast tempo 
without making any substitu- 
tions.” 

“Algie and Adam and Nate 
have stepped up and they’re very 
capable backs. We’ll be very 
capable of running the football 
this year,” Hill said. 


Strong Up Front 
Gneth unit ae is probably the 
strongest on the team is the of- 
fensive line. 

Joseph Scelfo, the Jaguars’ 
starting center is on the Rim- 
ington Trophy and Lombardi 
Award watch lists. He is also a 
preseason first-team all-Sun Belt 
choice. 

Chis May is another South 
Alabama offensive lineman that 
is a preseason all-conference 
selection and is also on the Lom- 
bardi award watch list. 

When you have May and 
Scelfo, and then add in UAB 
transfer Cameron Blankenship at 
guard, you should have a pretty 
strong line. That is why NFL. 
com has South Alabama as the 
Sun Belt’s top offensive line unit. 

“Scheme-wise we are going to 
do what we do. Every defensive 
lineman and defensive front is 
going to play differently, but for 
the most part we are going to do 
what we do,” May said. 


South Alabama 33 
Gardner-Webb 23 
Sept. 5 in Mobile, Alabama 
In a game delayed by heavy 
rains and lightning, the South 
Alabama Jaguars beat Gardner- 
Webb in their home opener by 10 
points. 


“T’ve really never been 
through anything like that 
before,” South Alabama head 
coach Joey Jones said of the 
delays. “You try to talk to them 
and keep them loose, and do all 
you can, but we didn’t have the 
emotional level we needed. We 
have to find a way to go out 
there and be ready. We had a 
little lull there, but we picked it 
up before the end of the game.” 

The Jaguars’ offense 
featured a balanced attack as 
they passed for 184 yards and 
rushed for 224. Starting for the 
first time at quarterback, Cody 
Clements was 14-of-25 pass- 
ing for two touchdowns and 
Xavier Johnson had a 92-yard 
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Cody Clements 


touchdown run along with a 56 
yard touchdown reception to 
lead the Jaguars. 

“We’ re just happy to get the 
win first of all. We’re going to 
attack the film room and see 
what we did wrong. We just 
have to have a great day of 
practice every single day next 
week. We’re pretty upset with 
the way we played, to be hon- 
est,” Clements said. 

“We got the win, but there 
were just so many little things 
that we shouldn’t have done 
and that went wrong. We’re 
very eager to improve our- 
selves and take our game to the 
next level.” 


Location: Moe Ala. 
Enrollment: 16,055 

First Year of Football: 2009 
Nickname: Jaguars 

Mascot: SouthPaw 

Colors: Blue, Red and White 
Defense: 4-2-5 

Offense: Multiple Spread 
2014 Record: 6-7 
Conference: Sun Belt 
Lettermen Returning/Lost: 
48/28 

Starters Returning/Lost: 
TWANG 


| loc 
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BIGTEN NOTEBOOK 


2 EAST DIVISION 
Opening weekend adud for some =, 2™5sersirs: 
» Team Overall Conference 
= Michigan State 1-0 0-0 
Big Ten teams, not for Northwestern sisi" oo 
: Rutgers 1-0 0-0 
Minnesota pushes No. 2 TCU, Wisconsin falls to SEC _ Indiana yt 
: Ohio State 0-0 0-0 
powerhouse Alabama, MSU struggles. | DOUG GRIFFITHS Penn State 0-1 00 
nit ctsstiina cuts ith aint asthe cutie inanadiniyanindihibnettndin cnaacimaiuanimattigumasumiummnieuencame — Machigan 0-1 0-0 
THE BIG TEN HAD some big-time defense in the coming weeks. There’s a lot 
mojo going entering the 2015 season, but of improvement to do, too. Had it not been WEST DIVISION 
suffered some some setbacks in the opening for a failed two-point conversion attempt, the Team Overall Conference 
week of play. Hoosiers would’ ve been facing an embar- Iowa 1-0 0-0 
In the first 12 games of the season, confer- _ rassing loss to an inferior team. [U allowed ——- Northwestern 1-0 0-0 
ence schools posted a 7-5 record. That’s not —__ the most points (47) in a Hoosier victory __ Illinois 1-0 0-0 
exactly stellar, especially when you consider | during coach Kevin Wilson’s tenure. Not _ Purdue 0-0 0-0 
the Big Ten suffered losses in five of its most helping matters was the fact that nine players Wisconsin OF 0-0 
high profile matchups. were suspended before the game. _- Manion i 00 
Nebraska 0-1 0-0 


Nebraska lost at home on a Hail Mary to 
BYU. Penn State lost to Temple. Wisconsin 
fell to Alabama. Minnesota lost to national 
champion hopeful TCU and Michigan, in 
Jim Harbaugh’s debut, was defeated by Utah. 

Michigan State survived a scare from vis- 
iting Western Michigan and Indiana gave up 
47 points to Southern Illinois, a FCS school. 

Without question, the biggest surprise of 
the Labor Day weekend came from North- 
western as the Cats stunned nationally ranked 
Stanford, a team that some believe will 
contend for the Pac-12 title and perhaps be in 
the College Football Playoff discussion. 

In addition to Pat Fitzgerald’s Northwest- 
ern team being a positive for the Big Ten, so, 
too, were the performances of Illinois and 
Rutgers, who were able to put distractions 
behind them and record blowout victories. 

Following Huskers Ilustrated takes a look 
at football happenings around the Big Ten. 


EAST DIVISION 
INDIANA 

The Hoosiers survived their season-open- 
er only because visiting Southern Iinois 
went for a two-point conversion to try and 
win their game in Bloomington. However, 
IU faithful have to be very concerned with 
what they saw against the Salukis. 

They saw much of the same on the 
defensive end as they have that’s plagued the 
program for years as the Cream and Crimson 
allowed 659 yards against the FCS school. 

Afterwards IU vowed to improve its 


MARYLAND 
Terrapin return man William Likely won’t 
likely forget his team’s season opener any 
time soon. All he did against Richmond was 
set a Big Ten-record with 233 punt return 


yards, including a 67-yard return for a fourth- 


quarter score. As if that wasn’t enough, 
Likely also brought back a pair of kicks for 
63 yards. 


MICHIGAN 


Harbaugh’s first game as Michigan’s head 3 


coach went down in the record books as a 
loss, but Wolverine fans are feeling optimis- 
tic after watching their team play fairly well 
at Utah. 

“Everything that happens from here mat- 
ters the most,” Harbaugh said. 

Harbaugh and his staff have a lot of work 
to do. 

Michigan’s running game leaves a lot 
to be desired and quarterback Jake Rudock 
threw three interceptions, one of which was 
returned for a touchdown. 


MICHIGAN STATE 

The Spartans surprisingly got a test at 
Western Michigan. 

Defensively the Green and White totally 
shut down the Broncos’ running game and 
had seven sacks. 

Michigan State ran for more than 200 
yards, including 59 from redshirt freshman 
Madre London, who had a pair of first-half 


Sept. 3 Results 
Utah 24, Michigan 17 
TCU 23, Minnesota 17 


Sept. 4 Results 


Michigan State 37, Western Michigan, 24 


Sept. 5 Results 
Illinois 52, Kent State 3 
Towa 31, Illinois State 14 
Rutgers 63, Norfolk State 13 
Maryland 50, Richmond 21 
Northwestern 16, #21 Stanford 6 
BYU 33, Nebraska 28 
Temple 27, Penn State 10 
Indiana 48, Southern Illinois 47 
#3 Alabama 35, #20 Wisconsin 17 


Sept. 6 Game 
Purdue @ Marshall 


Sept. 7 Game 
#1 Ohio State @ Virginia Tech 


Sept. 12 Games 
Oregon State @ Michigan 
Western Illinois @ Illinois 

Bowling Green @ Maryland 
Buffalo @ Penn State 
Indiana State @ Purdue 
Miami (Ohio) @ Wisconsin 
Hawaii @ Ohio State 
Washington State @ Rutgers 
Minnesota @ Colorado State 
Eastern Illinois @ Northwestern 

Iowa @ Iowa State 

Oregon @ Michigan State 
South Alabama @ Nebraska 
Florida International @ Indiana 
All times CT 
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touchdowns. 

But the Spartans left Kalamazoo know- 
ing they must improve their pass defense 
and kickoff coverage team among other 
things. 

MSU allowed WMU quarterback Zach 
Terrell to throw for 365 yards and a pair of 
scores. 

“We made some mistakes that have 
to be cleaned up,” Michigan State coach 


the first game.” 


OHIO STATE 

As defending national champion Ohio 
State prepped for its opener at Virginia 
Tech, quarterback Cardale Jones had to be 
hospitalized less than a week before the 
game. 

He was treated for a severe migraine. 

Jones is expected to split time with J.T. 


Barrett under center. All eyes have been on | 
- medical decisions. 


who was going to win the starting quarter- 
back job in Columbus between Jones and 
Barrett. Coach Urban Meyer knew who he 
was starting against the Hokies, but wasn’t 
leading on to who his choice was. 


The educated guess was Barrett was go- 
_ Lunt’s four touchdown passes in a game 
_ that was delayed a day due to lightning. 


ing to be the man who got the nod. 


PENN STATE 

A season that had such high expecta- 
tions started out with a giant thud for Penn 
State. Temple hadn’t beaten the Nittany 
Lions in 41 years until Sept. 5. 

The Owls did so thanks in part to 
sacking Penn State quarterback Christian 
Hackenberg a staggering 10 times. Some 
believe Hackenberg might be the top pick 
in the 2016 NFL Draft. 

So much for a Penn State program that 
most thought was on the rise. 

“T’m not going to be defensive and 
make excuses,” Nittany Lion head coach 
James Franklin said. ““We’ve got to get it 
done.” 


RUTGERS 
Minutes before its season opener, 
the Scarlet Knights announced they had 


dismissed five players from their team after 
: didn’t,” said Kill, whose team coughed up 
» two crucial fumbles, including one out of 


they were arrested. Included in those get- 
ting the boot were four defensive backs. 


The team responded by blowing out 


| Norfolk State. 


“T thought this football team became 


galvanized,” Rutgers coach Kyle Flood 
- said. 


Flood’s program is dealing with plenty 


_ of distractions. In addition to the dismissed 
_ players, there’s an on-going academic in- 
_ vestigation involving Flood. Leonte Carroo - 
was the hero in the opener. He caught three 
Mark Dantonio admitted. “That happens in 
_ the game open. Carroo now has a career 
- school-record 22 touchdown receptions. 


third-quarter touchdown passes to break 


Carroo sat out the first half due to a 


: suspension. 


WEST DIVISION 
ILLINOIS 
The Illini entered their opener just days 


after their head coach - Tim Beckman - had 
- been fired Aug. 28 after an investigation 


found evidence that he had interfered in 


Enter Bill Cubit, [linois’ interim head 


~ coach, who was Beckman’s offensive 
» coordinator. 


Illinois responded under Cubit to blow 
out Kent State thanks to quarterback Wes 


IOWA 
Hawkeye quarterback C.J. Beathard 


' threw for 211 yards and a touchdown in 

his first career start at Kinnick Stadium as 
_ Iowa rolled over Illinois State, a team that 
_ played for the FCS national champion- 

_ ship a year ago. Beathard also ran for two 
- scores. 
i LeShun Daniels, Jr. rushed for 123 yards 
- for Iowa, too. 


MINNESOTA 
Although the Golden Gophers opened 


- the season with a loss, their performance 
- against TCU served noticed to the rest 

_ of the Big Ten that they are going to be a 
_ force in the West Division. 


Still, coach Jerry Kill wasn’t looking at 


the bright side after the near miss. 


“They made some critical plays and we 
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. the back of the end zone on a would-be 
- touchdown. “It’s disappointing. 


“You sleep with it tonight or try to and 


get up and then you go again. You’ re disap- 
_ pointed because you had a chance to win. 


” 


NORTHWESTERN 
The Wildcats desperately needed their 
season-opening upset win over Stanford, 


: especially considering the Cats have 

: missed the postseason in each of the last 

~ two years. Redshirt freshman quarter- 

: back Clayton Thorson only completed 

: 50 percent of his passes for just over 100 
: yards, but he didn’t turn the ball over and 
" provided the game’s lone touchdown, a 

. 42-yard run. 


PURDUE 
Coach Darrell Hazell believes his team 


has become bigger and stronger in the off- 
season, but will that translate into results? 


Somehow the Boilermakers need to 


enter October with a 3-1 record to be ina 

_ favorable position. That might be easier 

: said than done when you consider the first 
: four are against Marshall, Indiana State, 

: Virginia Tech and Bowling Green. 


Anything less than a 3-1 record, might 


: seal Purdue’s fate as far as guaranteeing 
- another losing season in West Lafayette. 


The Boilermakers’ first half of con- 


_ ference play is brutal with dates against 
Michigan State, Minnesota, Wisconsin and 
_ Nebraska. Even with the second half of the 
~ season featuring Illinois, Northwestern, 

~ Towa and Indiana, a poor start might doom 
the Old Gold and Black in 2015. 


WISCONSIN 
No one expected the Badgers to beat 


- Alabama, but what did come as a surprise 
- was the fact that Wisconsin only rushed for 
: 40 yards, averaging a mere 1.9 yards per 


Meanwhile Bama’s Derrick Henry 


: gashed the Badger run defense for 147 
; yards and three touchdowns. 


Wisconsin not being able to run the ball 


_ is unheard of and something the Badgers 

- must get corrected asap if head coach Paul 
_ Chryst’s first year in Madison is going to 

- be amemorable one. 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


SEPTEMBER 12, 2015 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | 39 


Football Player 1964-66 


Column by Butch Rasmussen ¢ Courtesy Photos 


It was about fall of 1961 when people in North Platte began to no- 
tice the name Pete Tatman. 

At 5-foot-11 and 165 Ibs he was becoming a pretty good fullback 
on offense and a middle linebacker on defense on what had been a 
fairly mediocre high school football team, in west central Nebraska. 

The team was made up of some athletes with good athletic talent 
but they just hadn’t found the right combination of hard work, dedica- 
tion and trepidation toward the head coach 
to meld the group toward a focused goal. 

Then in walked George “Crump” Red- 
ding, a feared task master with an eye patch 
over his right eye. He was there to take 
over the head coaching duties of the North | | 
Platte Bulldog football team in 1961 and he 
meant business. Redding laid down the law, 
threatened to knock a few heads together 
and coached Tatman and his Bulldog team- 
mates to the Nebraska Class A State Foot- 
ball Championship in the fall of 1962. 

Pete Tatman, then a 6-foot-1, 195-pound 
All-State fullback and middle linebacker 
shared co-captain duties with quarterback 
Larry Wachholtz during that championship 
season. 

Tatman says he was in Lincoln one day 
visiting his brother and Bob Devaney asked 
him to drop by his office. Devaney offered 
him a scholarship but told him if he wanted 
it he had to sign now. Tatman had an offer 
from Colorado and says he hated to pass up 
that party school and he had a sniff from 
Oklahoma, which wasn’t anything definite, 
and anyway, who could say no to Bob Dev- 
aney. Wachholtz had also been offered by 
Nebraska so the two North Platte athletes 
committed to the Cornhuskers. 

I dialed up Barry Alvarez, former head coach at Wisconsin and 
now the AD there. Alvarez, was a Husker linebacker who scrimmaged 
against the Husker offense in practice. 

He described Tatman as a tough hardnosed fullback. He said run- 
ning backs coach Mike Corgan wouldn’t allow a guy on the field un- 
less he cold take care of business and Tatman was as good as they 
come. He said they either had to be able to block like an offensive 
guard or they wouldn’t be out there. 

While Alvarez was praising Tatman for his blocking abilities Cor- 
gan surely was happy with Tatman’s contributions to the scoreboard 
numbers with his 11 career touchdowns. Players with a rep as a block- 
ing fullback don’t often put up 11 scores in their careers. 

One of Tatman’s favorite memories associated with Husker foot- 
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ball came on a day in late October 1965 when Tatman scored two 
touchdowns and high school teammate Wachholtz kicked an extra 
point and a game-winning field goal late in the game to whip the Mis- 
souri Tigers in their stadium 16-14. The two kids from North Platte 
accounted for all 16 points in that game and pride in North Platte 
swelled with their accomplishments. Both were juniors at the time. 
“and I was playing halfback that day,” Tatman said. It was North 
Platte High School 16, Missouri 14 that day. 

Another memorable game came in Boul- 
der, Colorado in 1966 with the Huskers 
trailing the Buffs late in the game 19-14. 
From nine yards out they trusted Tatman 
with three carries in a row to get the ball 
into the end zone for a 21- 19 victory. 

Tatman’s blocking also cleared running 
_ room for other backs to score: “the Oklaho- 
ma game my junior year was the best game 
I ever had blocking in my career. I put a 
guy on his back for Harry Wilson to score, 
I put a guy on his back for Charlie Winters 
to score and I opened up a hole for a big run 
for Ron Kirkland. Coach Corgan told me it 
was the best day of blocking of any back 
he’d ever seen. What a nice compliment. 
He’d seen a lot of good blocking backs.” 

Tatman says things are sure a lot different 
than when he played. 

“For one thing we had no weight lifting 
program,” he said. 

After football at Nebraska Tatman was 
drafted in the 10th round of the 1967 NFL 
draft by the Minnesota Vikings and after a 
year with the Vikings he gravitated to the 
business world. 

After starting out as a group sales rep for 
Mutual of Omaha he founded a mail order 
drug company which he sold to Blue Cross Blue Shield. He later start- 
ed a special care HIV pharmacy and nurtured that for seven or eight 
years before selling that to Walgreens. 

Tatman currently operates several special care pharmacies in the 
Kansas City area. At the age of 70 he says he has no plans to retire 
any time soon. 

Tatman says football has given him much more than he has ever 
given back. 

He says It has opened many doors for him even in the Kansas City 
area. He says he was very fortunate to have been coached by Crump 
Redding and Bob Devaney. Both instilled in him a good work ethic 
and great experiences. Most kids don’t get that opportunity. 

Tatman and his wife Martha live in Leawood, Kansas today 


Tatman, members of 1965 team to hold reunion 
‘Hit ‘em with Your Handbag’ written about four team members 


1965 Players 
Expected to Attend 


Vern Allers 
Walt Barnes 
Gary Brichacek 
James Brown 
Ken Brunk 
Leonard Canarsky 
Kaye Carstens 
Bob Churchich 
Rick Coleman 
Richard Czap 
Dan Delaney 
Fred Duda 
Bill Haug 
Robert Hill 
Leonard Janik 
Tony Jeter 
Mike Kennedy 
Ron Kirkland 
Roger Kudrna 
James McCord 
Marvin Mueller 
Jerry Murphy 
Lou Narish 
Jim Osberg 
Tom Pappas 
Ron Poggemeyer 
Stephen Schaefer 
Ernie Sigler 
Thomas Smith 
Carel Stith 
John Strohmyer 
George Sullivan 
Pete Tatman 
Dennis Thorell 
Joe Unis 
Larry Wachholtz 
Wayne Weber 
Bob Weinman 
Mick Ziegler 
Ivan Zimmer 


A 50-year reunion is planned in Lincoln 
for the September 12 weekend in celebration 
of Pete Tatman and the 1965 Husker football 
team that was the first NU team since 1915 to 
go undefeated in the regular season. 

A Hall of Fame banquet is scheduled that 
same weekend for Friday evening September 
11 at Memorial Sta- 
dium highlighted by 
induction of “Light 
Horse” Harry Wil- 
son, a running back 
on that 1965 team. 

Among those ex- 
pected to attend are 
4 former Husker 
All-Americans, 
Tackle Walt Barnes, 
End Tony _ Jeter, 
Guard Vern Allers 
and Defensive Back 
Larry Wachholtz. 

An unofficial so- 
cial function for all 
attendees is sched- 
uled at the Hilton 
Garden Inn in the 
Haymarket District 
after the banquet. 
All of the players 
are expected to at- 
tend and the public 
is welcome. 

On Saturday 
morning there will 
be two events going on at 10 a.m. A tour 
of Memorial Stadium and a book signing at 
Threads Footloose and Fancy store located at 
1219 P Street. 

The book signing is for the book “Hit em 
With Your Handbag” written by Jim Schaffer 
with the assistance of four of the players on 
the 1965 team. 

The four rough, tough football players who 
helped Schaffer put this book together were 
teammates and friends who shared the quali- 
ties of persistence and determination with 
what were considered to be girls names: Lynn 
Senkbeil, LaVern Allers, Carel Stith and Kaye 
Carstens. 

You'll have to read the book in order to un- 
derstand the title. 

The book is cleverly written and sells for 
$12 tax included. 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


Hit’em 
with Your 
Pe Flitelepres 


How four friends helpecd change 
Husker football 


Personal vignettes on Allers, Stith, Carstens 
and Senkbeil explain their reasons for coming 
to Nebraska, some perspective on their lives 
in high school and how they’re doing today 
after Husker football. 

It’s an easy read short book that’s been re- 
cently released that tells about the good and 
the bad of the ‘65 sea- 
son. 

About 40 players 
from that team have 
signed up for the re- 
union and just about 
every player coming 
to the event is men- 
tioned in the book. 
The 1965 and 1966 
seasons are covered 
game by game with 
stats and results that 
were sometimes easy 
and sometimes diffi- 
cult. 

Roughly 120 pages 
with an introduction 
provided by Bill Bry- 
ant speaking for his 
late father Don (Fox) 
Bryant. 

All players who 
are returning for the 
reunion are being in- 
vited to stop in on Sat- 
urday morning for the 
book signing and to 
allow Husker fans to meet the classic names 
of players who helped turn Nebraska football 
into Big Red Football. 

With the tradition of the blackshirt practice 
jersey having returned to the distribution of 
that precious commodity to the beginning of 
the season by Coach Riley it’s worth remem- 
bering that the origin of the blackshirt jerseys 
began with a group of these guys back in 1964 
and by 1965 the press guide referred to the 
Husker defense as the Blackshirts. 

This writer wants to acknowledge he was 
an avid Husker fan back in the days of this 
1965 Husker team and as he scans the list of 
the 40 former Huskers scheduled to attend 
these events nearly all names are familiar to 
him. 

What sweet memories come rolling back 
just in the writing. 
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ALL ROADS LEAD T0 OMAHA 


Huskers know'tradition is onside if they — 
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Story by Bob Hamar « Photos by Mitch Otto 


he Nebraska volleyball players know what could await 
them at the end of the season. For the third time, the Final 
Four is coming to Omaha. 

The Huskers won the 2006 national title in Omaha, then were 
knocked off in an epic five-set match by eventual national cham- 
pion Penn State in the semifinals two years later. This year’s team 
wants to end its season playing in another Final Four at the Centu- 
rylink Center. 

John Cook hasn’t shied away from pointing his team towards the 
Final Four. 

“T just think that’s one of the great things about coach Cook is 
he always tells us our goals, always tells us what needs to happen,” 
outside hitter Kadie Rolfzen said. “He’s going to put that in our 
heads every day and every day, ‘We’re going to Omaha.’ That’s our 
goal.” 

Junior Amber Rolfzen remembers that 2006 national title run by 
the Huskers. She remembers watching Nebraska beat Stanford on 
television that year in the championship match. 

“T thought that was so cool,” she said “Obviously back then I 
didn’t exactly know that it was a different place every time. Now 
that it’s in Omaha again -- you never think you’ll have that oppor- 
tunity but now we do. 

“It’s like our main excitement because we could play in front 
of our home crowd, our home state, and possibly win the national 
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championship.” 

Cook said he wants his team to embrace the pressure that comes 
with trying to make it to Omaha. He knows what that can be like. 
He saw it with the 2006 team. 

That team also entered the season knowing the Final Four in 
Omaha was waiting at the end, but that pressure almost derailed the 
Huskers along the way. 

“The pressure on “06 was almost suffocating because we had a 
great team,” Cook said. “We knew we had a shot, and we almost 
threw it away in the regional against Minnesota.” 

The Gophers won the first two sets of the regional final that day 
in Gainesville, Florida, and seemed ready to sweep the Huskers. 

“T mean we were down to our last breath but we somehow found 
a way,” Cook said. “Dani Mancuso turned the match around.” 

The Huskers went on to down Pac-10 powers UCLA and Stan- 
ford at what was then called the Qwest Center to win the school’s 
third national title. Two years later, the Final Four was back in Oma- 
ha, but this time the Huskers’ situation was much different. 

Cook said the 2007 team might have been the most talented he’s 


_ had, but that squad was swept by Cal in snowy Madison, Wisconsin, 


in the regional final that season. Sarah Pavan and Christina Hough- 
telling, both who won national player of the year honors during their 
career, graduated along with All-American middle Tracy Stalls, and 
setter Rachel Holloway elected to end her volleyball career early. 


=. Ss 


Kelly Hunter attacks against Pittsburgh. 


Jordan Larson was back and so was libero Kayla Banwarth, 
both of whom are now playing on the U.S. national team. But 
behind them, there were lots of questions. The Huskers didn’t 
have a setter until Sydney Anderson arrived in July as a transfer 
from Utah who also spent a season training with the U.S. Na- 
tional Team. 


“We had all these new players we had to play so I didn’t feel | 


any pressure in 2008,” Cook said. 
“We had Jordan Larson obviously, but we had all these un- 


knowns, so we didn’t feel any pressure in ‘O08 because we didn’t | 


even know who our setter was going to be. It was just like, ‘Here 
we go. Let’s hope we can get into the NCAA Tournament.’ That’s 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


2015 Schedule 


Nebraska Invite at Devaney Center 


Aug. 28 Tulsa W, 3-0 (1-0) 
Aug. 29 Grand Canyon W, 3-0 (2-0) 
Aug. 29 Pittsburgh W, 3-1 (3-0) 
Vertical Challenge at Austin, Texas 

Sept. 4 Texas L, 3-2 (3-1) 
Sept. 5 Oregon W, 3-2 (4-1) 
Ameritas Challenge at Devaney Center 
Sept. 11 UC Davis 6 p.m. 

Sept. 12 USF 10 am. 
Sept. 12 Georgia Tech 3:30 p.m. 
Sept. 15 at Creighton 7 p.m. 

Sept. 19 atlowa State 4p.m. 

Sept. 23 at lowa 7 p.m. 

Sept. 26 lowa 7 p.m. 

Oct. 2 at Penn State 6 p.m. 

Oct. 3 at Ohio State 6p.m. 

Oct. 7 Mich. State 7 p.m. 

Oct. 10 Michigan 7 p.m. 

Oct. 16 at Northwestern 7 p.m. 
Oct. 17 at Illinois 7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 23 Minnesota 7 p.m. 

Oct. 24 Wisconsin 7 p.m. 

Oct. 30 Rutgers 7 p.m. 

Oct. 31 Maryland 7 p.m. 

Nov. 4 at Purdue 6 p.m. 

Nov. 7 at Indiana 6 p.m. 

Nov. 11 at Mich. State 6 p.m. 

Nov. 14 at Maryland 6 p.m. 

Nov. 18 Indiana 7 p.m. 

Nov. 21 at Michigan 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 25 Illinois 7 p.m. 

Nov. 28 Penn State 7 p.m. 

Dec. 4-5 NCAA Ist, 2nd Rds TBD 
Dec. 11-12 NCAA Regionals - TBD 
Dec. 17 NCAA Semis at Omaha 
Dec. 19 NCAA Final at Omaha 


» what I remember feeling.” 


This year’s Huskers are somewhere in between ‘06 and ‘08. 
They entered the season ranked fifth in the nation, so it wouldn’t 
be a huge surprise to see them in the Final Four, but they aren’t 
exactly a favorite as they were in 2006. 

Cook isn’t going to let them forget about Omaha. It won’t ex- 
actly be a day to day focus -- winning the Big Ten comes first 


_ -- but it’s there all the same. 


“This team can handle it,” Cook said. “It definitely is a goal for 
us to get there. It will be right in front of us all the time. We have 


_ to make sure we’re handling it day to day and getting better and 


working towards that.” 
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HUSKERS GIVE COOK ¢ 600TH WIN 

The Huskers opened the season Aug. 
28-29 with three wins in the Nebraska 
Invitational at the Devaney Sports Cen- 
ter. Nebraska's 3-1 win over Pittsburgh 
was also the 600th career victory for 
coach John Cook. 

It was a nice milestone win, but is 
nothing compared to the 1,164 wins for 
Penn State coach Russ Rose. 

“It makes me feel really old? Cook 
said the following Monday’s news con- 
ference. “I think about how old Russ 
Rose is, because he has a lot more than 
600. I guess it’s a big deal, but I can’t re- 
ally remember the first and I'll probably 
forget the 600th when we start practice 
today” 

What was more impressive to Cook 
was the fact that the Huskers played 
Grand Canyon at noon on Saturday be- 
fore a standing-room only crowd at the 
Devaney Center. Cook was concerned 
that with a 7 p.m. match scheduled that 
evening, the fans wouldn't show up for 
the noon match. 

“Devaney was full,” Cook said. “I saw 
the attendance was (around 8,000). Hats 
off to our fans. That’s been one of my big- 


_ gest worries having two matches in one 


day - people not showing up - and we 
actually had the place full with standing 
room only. 

“Tt just made me proud to be a Husk- 
er. It made me proud of the Husker Na- 
tion, and it just reinforces why there's no 
place like Nebraska and we have the best 
fans in the country.” 

Cook said it was one of his top 10 
coaching moments in his career. 


LOOKING FOR GOOD TOUCHES 

Cook wasn't pleased with his team’s 
blocking the first weekend of the season. 
The Huskers still got plenty of touches 
on the ball, but they weren't all the good 
touches Cook wants to see. 

“We almost touch as many balls with 
our block as we do with our defense, 
Cook said. ”We touch a lot of balls with 
our hands. The question is: Do we get 
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Annie Allbrecht (17) and Amber Rolfzen (5) put up a block against Pittsburgh. 


good touches or bad touches?” 

Cook said he expected the Huskers 
to block well because they had done a 
good job in practice. He said the play- 
ers are well trained and get to the right 
spots to make blocks. Then it’s a matter 
of executing. 

“If we get bad touches, it deflects off 
out of bounds and we might have been 
better off just covering digs? he said. 
“That's where we have to have more dis- 
cipline. We have to take away areas and 
give our diggers a chance.” 


JON GORDON SPEAKS WITH NU 

Cook and the Huskers got to talk with 
well-known speaker/author Jon Gordon 
recently. Gordon is a best-selling author 
whose books have been used by numer- 
ous NFL, NBA and college coaches and 
teams. 

Gordon spoke with the Husker play- 
ers on opening weekend. He talked to 
Cook about how the job of a coach is to 
give the players the chance to believe and 
really think they’re better than they are. 

“T think he hit the nail right on the 
head,” Cook said. “Take away the wins 


and the losses, and I think that’s what 
coaching is about, and then seeing when 
the team plays great and the results of 
that.” 


TOUGH ROAD AHEAD 

The Huskers open the Big Ten season 
Sept. 23 at Iowa, a team Cook expects 
to be much improved this season. There 
wont be any breaks for the Huskers from 
then until the end of the season. Six Big 
Ten teams were ranked in first AVCA 
Coaches Poll of the regular season. 

Penn State was No. 1 with Nebraska 
tied for fourth. Illinois was sixth, Wis- 
consin 13th, Michigan State 19th and 
Ohio State 22nd. 

“T don't think there’s a weekend we're 
not playing a ranked team,’ Cook said. 
“IT think top to bottom, the Big Ten is 
better. Penn State is the one who lost the 
most, but they’re still picked to win it. I 
just think there are going to be a lot of 
close matches. We talked to our team 
that we're going to have to win a lot of 
close matches. 

“We lost a lot of close matches (last 
year). We have to win those this year” 


Sophomore « 5-foot-10 « North Oaks, Minnesota 
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Interview by Lanny Holstein 


With a home showdown against perennial 
NCAA soccer powerhouse North Carolna on the 
horizon on Sept. 11, Huskers Illustrated’s Lanny 
Holstein visited with Nebraska sophomore goal- 
keeper Erika Johnson about a variety of topics. 


Q: Why Nebraska? 

A: “I came and visited, and my soccer coach 
new (assistant coach) Mardy (Everding), so 
she said I should come and see the facilities, 
I would love the coaches. The goal keeping 
scenario was good because Em (Stevens) was 
graduating, so it was a clean slate for us all. It 
was partially, that an also the fact that John 
(Walker) gives us the freedom to participate 
in a sorority and all these outreach things with 
the community.” 


Q: Which Sorority are you in, and what do 
you like about that? 

A: “Tm in Kappa Alpha Theta, and it’s just 
a whole different atmosphere from the ath- 
letic department. You have your friends here, 
all the athletes, but you can go and do Mon- 
day night dinners or philanthropies with 
other fraternities and sororities, giving back 
to the community. I like that aspect of it par- 
ticularly” 


Q: Is that something that a lot of coaches 
wont let athletes do? 

A: ‘Tm not sure about other sports here at 
Nebraska, but other schools if you play soccer, 
you could only play soccer. There was no other 
sorority or organization that you could be a 
part of. It depends where you go.” 


Q: How did you get goal keeper job? 

A: “Well, Kelly (Schatz) was our goal keeper 
last year, and obviously she’s injured which 
isn't too hot, but it was a battle between Kelly 
and I last year, and they ultimately chose Kelly 
because she had more experience, and they 
wanted to keep teaching me and developing 
me. I feel like this year I know exactly what 
they want me to do” 


Q: What is your favorite part of Lincoln? 

A: “T really like the Haymarket. Whenever 
my parents come down for games, we are al- 
ways just hanging out down there, going out 
to dinner, walking around. There is a lot of en- 
tertainment down there, so that’s my favorite 
part? 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


2015 Nebraska Soccer Schedule 


DATE OPPONENT LOCATION TIME/RESULT 
Aug. 21 Kansas Lincoln W, 3-0 
Aug. 28 Central Michigan Lincoln W, 4-3 
Aug. 31 Brigham Young __ Lincoln L, 2-0 
Sept. 4 Dayton at Dayton, Ohio Cancelled 
Sept. 6 DePaul at Chicago, IIl. W, 3-1 
Sept. 11 North Carolina —_ Lincoln 7:05 p.m. 
Sept. 13 Missouri at Columbia, Mo. 1:05 p.m. 
Sept. 18 Michigan * at Ann Arbor, Mich. 6 p.m. 
Sept. 20 Michigan State* at East Lansing, Mich. 12 p.m. 
Sept. 25 Penn State * Lincoln 7:05 p.m. 
Sept. 27 Ohio State * Lincoln 1:05 p.m. 
Oct. 2 Purdue * at West Lafayette, Ind. 6 p.m. 
Oct. 8 Minnesota * Lincoln 7:05 p.m. 
Oct. 11 Wisconsin * Lincoln 1:05 p.m. 
Oct. 15 Northwestern * at Evanston, Ill. 7 p.m. 
Oct. 18 Illinois * at Champaign, Ill. 2 p.m. 
Oct. 23 Iowa * at Iowa City, lowa 7 p.m. 
Oct. 28 Maryland * Lincoln 7:05 p.m. 


* Conference Games 


Q: What's your favorite part of the campus? 

A: “Tt’s definitely Memorial Stadium. At night, last year, a bunch of us girls went up to the 
rooftop, and we just sat up there listening to music and talking. It was a really cool atmo- 
sphere. We took a bunch of pictures and stuff. I just love the scenery.” 


Q: Who is the funniest girl on the team? 

A: “There's completely different types of humor here. I think Brooks Brennan is probably 
the funniest. She has this weird sense of humor. If you don't have the same sense of humor, 
you wont understand her jokes, but honestly, you will go on social media or something and 
she will retweet a vine or something, and you will start cracking up. How does she even come 
up with that stuff? 


Q: What’s you favorite restaurant? 

A: “T like Lazlos, particularly their deserts. I don’t know if 'm supposed to say that. My 
nutritionist might kick me, but they have this key lime pie, this apple crisp thing which is 
pretty good too” 


Q: What’s the best vacation you've ever gone on? 

A: “T went to Costa Rica, and it was my grandparents anniversary, but it was my whole dad’s 
side that went. We had this tour guide to see all these places, and we went zip lining, they have 
the second longest zip line in the entire world. It was really good family time with everyone.” 


Q: What do you think of the new soccer stadium? 

A: “T think it’s amazing. I can't believe the transformation from what we used to play in to 
this and the amount of fans that we get now. It's so boosting for our confidence. We want to 
play for them and we want to win for them” 
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HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


ACROSS 

2. Sept. 19 opponent 

3. Returning first-team punter 

5. Linebackers coach 

7. Ex-Husker quarterback in 2015 Nebraska 
Hall of Fame class 

9. South Alabama campus location 

11. Wears No. 7 (defense) 

12. Third Husker selected in 2015 NFL Draft 
13. NU radio play-by-play announcer 

15. South Alabama nickname 

18. Defensive back named captain for 2015 
20. Ex-Husker safety in 2015 Nebraska Hall 
of Fame class 

23. Offensive lineman named to Football 
Writers 75th anniversary team 

26. Tommy Armstrong’s home state 

28. Nov. 14 opponent 

29. First Husker selected in 2015 NFL Draft 


DOWN 

1. Offensive line coach 

3. Backup quarterback 

4. South Alabama’s conference 

5. Network for NU-South Alabama telecast 
6. Ex-Husker linebacker in 2015 Nebraska Hall of 
Fame class 

8. South Alabama school color 

10. South Alabama head coach 

12. Returning first-team place-kicker 

14. Ex-Husker defensive back now with New York 
Giants 

16. Wide receiver named captain for 2015 

17. Wears No.7 (offense) 

19. Special teams coordinator 

21. NFL team that Mike Riley coached 

22. South Alabama’s bowl game after 2014 season 
24.Second Husker selected in 2015 NFL Draft 
25.2016 non-conference opponent 

27. Defensive lineman named to Football Writers 
75th anniversary team 

30. Wears No. 23 (defense) 
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Paid Advertisement 


Get and than the Competition 


Troy Watchorn, former Blackshirt free safety 

(1996-2000), believes that each athlete is dif- 

ferent and in order to increase each athletes 

performance, their training program must be => & 
customized to the specific needs of the athlete. 


Testimonial: 

“When I was an athlete at Nebraska, the strength 
coaches used a similar system to develop me from a 
walk-on into a starting Blackshirt free safety on the #1 
team in the country. It also was used to develop stron- 
ger and faster athletes that were participating in other 


Watchorn is President/Owner at T7 Fitness, ~ eee : 
at : ] > sports. It revolutionized the way athletes were being 
where they utilize the (ASI) evaluation system : af 
: : : trained and developed then and now: 
to design customized age and sport specific ah 
speed and strength programs for a diverse o 
~ Troy Watchorn 
group of athletes. Troy Watchorn 


ASI evaluations and program designs offered include: 


* Individual (1-on-1) 
* Small Group (2-5/participants) 
* Full team 


FASTER STRONGER 


www.t7fitness.com 


VALUATION 


GET PRO SKILLS 


Digital diagnosis of agility and speed 
: : Increase strength 
Comprehensive overview of where 


athlete needs to improve Increase running speed / agility 
Increase power 


Call 402.350.5178 to schedule your evaluation and training. t7fitness.com 
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